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: Although the proof of the revocation of the French decre®® 
Public Docu ments. coatained in the letter of Mr. Barlow, is, when taken by itself, of 


Laid he Pa ee Te yey tuded fr 2: bo very conclusive character, yet it ought, when connected with 

(Laid before congress on y ist of June—conclude fi oh fe RE} that previously exhibited to this government, to be admitted as 

Extract of a letter from Mr. Russel! to the secretary of state, dated | satisfactorily establishing that revocation ; and in this view I bave 
London, January 14,1812, | tought itto be my duty to present it here. 


“I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your two letters . I have the honor tobe, &e. i 
of the 27th of November last. 7 F : (Signed) JONA. RUSSELL. 
“Ir would have afforded me the highest satisfaction to have been ras 
able to communicate to you, by the return of the Hornet, the re- [Enclosed in Mr. Ruseell’s of February 9th, 1812.] 
vocation of the orders in council: hitherto, however, there jias been Mr. Russell to the Marquis Wellesicy. 
exhibited here no disposition to repeal them.” London, 8th February, 1812. 





MY LORD,—I have the honor herewith to hand to your lord- 
Copy of a letter from Mr. Russell to a of state, pve ship,a copy of a letter addressed to me, on the 29th of last month, 
endon, January 14, 18i2- | by Mr. Barlow, the American minister at Paris. 

SIR,—I lament that it is not in my power to announce to you,| “TI have felt some hesitation in communicating this letter to your 
by the return of Mr. Taylor, the adoption of a system here towards |Jordship lest my motive might be mistaken, and an obligation ap- 
the United States; more just and reasonable than that of which | pear to be admitted on the part of the United States, to furnish 
we pow cumplein. No intimation has been given to me of an in- | more evidence of the revocation of the Berlin and Milan decrees 
— to ga eo re aoa be an t have nots than has ey — rag we or — has been - rgd te their 

jitherto, nade any representation } a ese oreers, ABC I |) own Conviction. trust, however, that my conduct on tms oc 
they are to he gry tes as Mr. Foster 1 rm eg only until | casion will be ascribed alone to an earnest Pee Bn to prevent the evits 
the Berlin and Milan decrees be entirely abrogated, but until we | which a continued diversity of opinion on this subject might, un. 
conpel the French government to admit us m France with the | happily, produce. . = is 
manufactures and produc’ of Great Britain and her colonies, it; ‘The ease of the Acastus, necessarily implies that American ves- 
must be useless to say any thing upon the subject. The revolting sels, captured by the cruizers of France, are adjudged by the French 
extravagance of these pretensions is too Manifest to be subject of navigation laws only, and that the Berlin and Milan [decrees] make 
argument, and the ig | ae pa en them down would admit | no part rd these laws. the Acastus being acquitted, a Apern ya 
that they are not too absurd for refutation. ing the fact of her having been boarded by an English vessel o 

Should Mr. Barlow turnish me with any new evidence of the | war. . e . 
discontinuance of the French edicts, so far as they were indercga-| To the declaration of Mr. Barlow, that since his residence st 
tion of our rights. L sball present it to this government, and ovce | Paris there had been no instance of a vessel, under either the 
more (however unnecessary it May appear) afford it an opportu- | Berlin or Milan decrees, being detained or molested by the French 
nity of revoking its orders, which can no longer be pretended to | government, I beg leave to add that previous to his residence, and 
rest on Our acquirscence In the decrees Of its enemy, from the une | subsequent to the first of November, 1810, these decrecs were not 








righteous operation of which we are specially exein pted. executed in violation of the neutral or national rights of the United 
, } have, &c. States. 

(Signed) JONA. RUSSELL, Whatever doubts might have originally been entertained of the 

efficient nature of the revocation of those deerees, on account of 

Mr. Russell to Mr. Monroe. the form in which that measure was announced, those doubts 


London, January 22, 1812. jought surely now te yield to the uniform experience of fifteen 
SIR.— Yesterday I understood the case of the Female, one of the | months, during which period nota single tuct has occurred to jus 
vessels captor d under the orders in council. came to trial before sir | tify them. 
Willias. Sentt. He rejected a motion for ime to produce evidence of | Ido not urge in confirmation of this revocation, the admission 
the revocation of the Berlin and Milan deerees in relation tothe Unit- | of American vessels with cargoes arrived in the ports of France af 
ed Staves, and suggested that there wouid be a question of lawafsuch | ter having touched in Englanc, as stated by Mr. Barlow, and as ac> 
revocation, Who n shewn, Would be considered by the British govern- | cords with what occurred during my residence at Paris, beeause 
mentes sufficient to require the repeal of the orders in council, At | such admission is evidence only of the cessation of the municipal 
any rate, that he was bound to consider these orders to be in force | operation of the decreesin relation to the United States, of which 
until theiy repeal should be notified to him by his government. The» it cannot be presumed that the British government requires av 








Female was condeuined, }account. 
I have the honor, &e. &e. | I cannot forbear to persuade myself that the proof now added 
(Signed) - JONA. RUSSELL. | to the mass which was alreaty beture your lordship, will satisfacs 
lien. James Monroe, Oe. torily establish, in the judgment of his Britannic majesty’s gos 
— ; Vernment, the revocation of the deerees in question, and lead to 


Extiact of a letter from Mr. Russel! to the secretary of state, dated | such a repeal of the orders in council in regard to the United States, 
Lendon, January 25, 1812, as will restore the fy, udly relations and commercial intercourse 
“Since I had the honor to address you on the 14th inst. by the! between the two countries. 





Hornet, Lhave received no communication, either trom Washington I have the honor to be, &e. 
or Paris ; (Signed) JONA. RUSSELL. 
“The Hornet did*hot not leave Cowes until the 18th, owing I pre- as 
sume to the indisposition of the captain. whom I understand to : 
bave been very ill. dismissed Mr. ‘Taylor here on the 14th.” [Enclosed in Mr. Russeil'’s of February 9th 1812.] 
—_— Mr- Barlow to Mr. Russell. 
Extract of alettepfrom Mr. Russell to Mr. Monroe, dated Paris. 29th January, 1812. 
Lendon, February 3, 1812. S{R—The ship Acastus, captain Cortl:. from Norfolk bound to 


“Since L had the honor to address you, on the Sth ultimo, 1 have Tonningen, with tobacco, had heen boarded by an Engiish fri- 
eevived yottr communications of the 20th December, through the | gate and was taken by a French privateer and brought into Fe 
goo offices of Mr. Foster. ‘camp for the fact of having been so boarded. ‘This wasin Novem- 

"While I lament the necessity, as I most sincerely do, of the ler last. On the seeond of December I stated the facts to the duke 
course indicated by the proceedings of congress; yet it is rratify- ‘of Bassano; and in a few days after, the ship and cargo were Om 
ing to learn that it will be pursued with vigor and uvanimity.—/ dered by the emperor to be restored to the OW NETS O11 condition 
Tam persuaded that this government ‘has pr-sumed much on our| that she had nor violated th: French navigation laws, which lav 
Weakness and divisions, and that it continues to believe that we have} ter question was sent to the council of prizes to deterraine, Vhe 
Rot energy and union enough to make efheient war. council determined that no such violation had taken place, and the 

“I have this moment learnt that the Hornet has returned from |sbip and cargo were definitively restored to captain Cottle. 

Chi rhourg to Cowes, and I understand bya letter from the consul} Tothe above fact, I can add that since my residence here, seve 
thr, that there isa Mr. Porter on board with despatches from) ral American vessels and cargoes have arrived and heen almitted 
Mr. Barlow for this legation; but he has not yet made his appear|in the ports of France, after having touched in England, the 
ance here. Tam obliged to close this Ietier without waitmg for | fact being declared; and there is no instance within that period, of 
m, as L understand the next post may not arrive at Liverpool in| a vessel. is either of the cases of the Berlin and Milan decrees be- 


Stason for the Orbit.” ling detained or molested by the French government. 
| a I have the honor to be, &e. . 
Copy ofa letter from Mr. Russell to the secretary of state, dated (Signed) J, BARLOW, 
London, [th Lebrucry, 1812. ieee 
SIR—I have the honor to transmit to you enclosed, a copy of a Mr. Russell to Mr. Monroe. ; - 
ter, dated 29th ule. from Mr. Barlow, and a copy ef the note in London, 21st February, 1812. 





Which I yesterday communicated that leter to the marquis Wel-! SIRI regret that in announcing to you the cessation of the 
lesley, restrictions om the regency here, I connet, at the same titne, ap- 


Vor. a 
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prise you of the adeption of a more just and enlightened policy Extract of ajetter from Mr. Russell to Mr. Munroe, dated 

iw tavor of the United States than has hitherto prevailed. London, March “th, 1212, 
‘The partial changes in the ministry will probably produce no | “Many American vessels which had for a considerable time been 
change of its charactcr,or lead to an abandonment of the existing | wind-bound in the ports of this country, were at length released 
system in relation to us. on the 29th ultimo, by an easterly wind, and took their departure 
I have the honor to be, &e. for the United States. By some of those vessels, particularly ‘the 
(Signed) JONA. RUSSELL. Friends,’ you will have received many letters from me; and you 
The hou. James Monroe, secretary of state of U. S. | will have learnt, as nearly as it was in my power to inform you 
what in your letter of the 18th of January you desire to know— 

Mr. Russell to Mr. Monroe. namely, “the precise situation of our affairs with England.” 

London, 22d February, 1812. “Since my letters of the 19th and 22d ultimo, which, I trust, 


SIR,—I have the honor to hand you enclosed,a copy of a letter) will have extinguished all expectation of any change here 
to tue, irom the carl of Liverpool, relating to a person by the name of the motion of lord Lansdowne, on the 28th of February, and 
Bowman, said to be a British subject, and forcibly detained on board! that of Mr. Brougham, yesterday, have been severally debated 
tiie United States’ ship Hornet, together with copies of the depo-| jn the respective houses of parliament. I attended the dis 


sMiow of Elizabeth Eleanur Bowman, which accompanied it, sates cussion on both, and if any thing was wanting to prove the jn. 


of my reply. | flexible determination of the present ministry to persevere in the 
I have the honor to be, &e. orders in council without modification or relaxation, the declara. 

(Signed) JONA. RUSSELL. | tions of the leading members of administration on these ceca. 

The hon. James Monvoe, Orc. Ores { sions, must place it beyond the possibility of doubt. In both 
—_—_ houses these leaders express a disposition to forbear to canvass. 

‘Lhe Kar) of Liverpool to Mr. Russell. | in the present state of our relations, the conduct of the United 


Foreign Office, 20th February, 1812. | States towards England, as it could not be done without reproach- 
SLR,~3 have the honor to ransmit to you the copy of an affida-| jng her in a manner to increase the actual irritation, and to do 
vit. sworn at Portsnouth, by Elizabeth Eleanor Bowman, stating | away what lord Bathurst stated to be the feeble hopes of preventing 
hors UWote be the wite of William Bowman, one of his majesty’s | War. 
subjects, now detaied against liz will on board the United States’} °In the house of commons, Mr. Rose virtually confessed thar 
sluop Hornet, at presentin Cowes’ road. the orders in council were maintained to promote the trade of 
You cannot but be aware of the urgent necessity of putting the | England at the expense of neutrals, and as a measure of commer. 
facts, alleged in this document, into an immediate traino of inves-! cial rivalry with the United States. When Mr. Canning inveigh. 
tigation; and Lam to request thet you will communicate without; ¢d against this new (he must have meant newly acknowledged) 
has: of time, with the commanding officer of the Hornet, in order | ground of defending these orders, and contended that they could 
that he may afford you all the information in his puwer, and that; be justified only on the principle of retaliation, on which they 
the vessel may not putto sea before the result of the enquiry shalj | were avowedly instituted, and that they were intended to produce 
be ascertained, in a manner satisiactory to yourself and to this go. | the effects of an actual blockade, and Jiable to all the incidents of 
Vverument. such blockade—that is, that they were meant only to distress the 
You must likewise be aware, that this government has no power | enemy—and that Great Britain had no right to defeat this opers- 
to prevent the issuing of a writ of habeas corpus by the friends of} tion by an intercourse with that enemy which she denied to neu- 
Bow oan 5 aud that, im that case, it would be impossible to impede | trals, Mr. Percival replied, “that the orders were still supported 
ov delay its execution, and the consequent removal of this ques-! on the principle of retaliation, but that this very principle involv. 
tion out of the hands of the two goveriments, into those of the le-| ed the license trade; for as France, by her decrees, had said that, 
gat force and authorities of this country. } no nation should trade with her which traded with England, 
Aunwous to prevent any such proceeding, the inconveniences of | England retorted, that no country should trade with France bur 
which, event they did not involve the possibility of a forcible ex- | through England. He asserted, that not even the partial, nor even 
ccution of the legal process, might yet be considerable, 1 rcquest | the total repeal of the Berlin and Milan decrees, as they related to 
your mumediate altention to this communieation,and 1 confidently | America, or to any other nation, or a// other nations, could form 
hope that you will, by affording the means of an amicable investi- | any claim on the British government, while the continental sy: 
gation, supercede the necessity, im which the friends of Bowman | tem, so called, continued in operation. He denied that this system 





| 
j 
} 


may otherwise feel taemselves, of taking the course to which I have | or any part of the Berlin and Milan decrees were merely mune 
betore abaded. | cipal. Whey had not been adopted in time of peace with a view to 
I have the honor to be, &e. internal regulation, but ina tine of war with a hostile purpose 

(Signed) LIVERPOOL. | towards England. Every clause and particle of them were to le 
Borough of Portsmouth, in thed | considered ofa nature entirely belligerent. and as such requiring 
county of Southampton. § | resistance, and authorising retaliation on the part of Great Britain. 


Elizabeth Eieanor Bowman, ef Kingston, near Portsmouth, in the | It was idle and absurd to suppose that Great Britain was bonnd,in 
sait county, maketh oath, that she was married to William Bow- | acting on the principle of retaliation in these times, to return 
man, late of Portsmouth, shipwright, about six years ago ; that he | actly, and in form, like for like, avd to choose the object and fas! 
was employed in the dock-yard there, which he quitted about three | jon, the mode of executing it precisely by the measures of the ene 
vears agu, and sailed from hence in the Edward Fork.a transport, | my. In adopting these measures, France had broken throush 
witch was wrecked on the island of Cuba. hat she was inform- ; al] the restraints imposed by the laws of nations, and trodden ur 
ed by her husband that he got from Cuba to New-York, in an Ame- | der foot the great conventional code received by the civilized wi rid 
rican ship, ad about the fourth of June last, having got in liquor,! as preseribing rules for its conduetin war as well as in peace.~ln 
he found himself in the American rendezvous there, and that he | this state of things,England was not bound any longer to shackle het 
was compelled, against: his inelination, to go on beard the Hornet,’ seif with this code, and by so doing become the unresisting vieti” 0 
au American sloop of war, being conducted on board her by a file the vivience of her enemy, but she was herself released from the law 
of suldiers 5 that the Hornet having arrived lately at Cowes, she re- | of nations and left at liberty to resort to any means within her power 
ceived a letter trom her husband, requesting her to come on Loard | to injure and distress that enemy and to bring it to an observanee 
to see him; that she accordingly went on board her, but was kept ( of the jus gcntium whieh it had so egregiously and wantonly WW 
slong side the sloop about an half an hour before the officer would | lated. Nor was England to be restricted any more in the ere” 
adn.it her on board; that the permission to remain on board was | than in the form of retaliation ; but she had a right. both as to tl? 
for half an hour, but the etiicers would not afterwards permit her | quantity and manner, to iniliet upon the enemy, all the evil im he 
to quit the ship until the following Friday. That her husband | power, until this enemy should retrace it steps, and renounce, 0 
told her that the officer threatened to punish him for having in- | only verbally, but practically, its decrees, its continental syste 
formed her where he was; and be also told her there were a great | and every other of its belligerent measures incompatible with t¥ 
rouy Enghsh on board, sev ral ef whom would be glad to quit | old acknowledged laws of nations. Wharever neutrals might sl 
her; also, that some men on board much wished her away from | fer from the retaliatory measures of England, was purely incideh 
this conutry, but that she does not know the names of any of the | tal, and as no injustice was intended to them, they had a right! 
parties. “That the said William Bowman, who passed on board the | complain of none. And he rejoiced to observe that no charge" 
Yiornet by the name of Willam Elby, is now detained on bvard | such injustice had that night been brought forward in the hous 
her against his will, and is very anxious to quit the American sloop | As England was contending for the defence of her maritime right 





Horuct, and to return to his native country. | and for the preservation of her national existence, which ess 
The mark of tially depended on the maintenance of those rights, she could - 
A | be expected, in the prosecution of this great and primary intel 


ELIZH. E, BOWMAN. | to arvest or vary her course to listen to the pretensions of neut® 
Sworn at Portsmouth, in the said county, on the 25th day of! nations, or to remove the evils, however they might be regret 
January, 1812, hctore me. the same having been first read, and she | which the imperious policy of the times indirectly and unter 





having set her mark thereto in my presence. tionally extended to them. 
(Sigued) FE. H. AMAND, “As the newspapers of this morning give but a very impertet 
One of his majesty’s justices of the peace of the report of this speech of Mr. Percival, T have thought it to be ™ 
_ county of Southanipton. | duty to present you with a more particular account of the doctn 
| which were maintained in it, and which so vitally affeet the ms” 
Mr. Russell to the Ear} of Liverpool. {and snterests of the United States. 


Londen, 2st February, 1812. “f no longer entertain a hope that we can honorably ara 
MY LORD,-—I have the honor to inform your lordship that the | war.” 


Unit? States’? sloop Hornet left Cowes on the 13th of this month. ——— 
The statement of this fact, does away, I presume, the necessity of Extract of a letter from Mr. Russell to the secretary of st# 
a inore particulary reply to your lordship’s note of yesterday, con- London, 20th March, 16% 


cerning William Bowman, a seaman on board that ship. “I had the honor to address you on the 4th instant, giver?” 


* _ » . “on inf 
‘ have the honor, &e, Ke. account of the debate in the house of eommons on the preedl 
‘* i Y ~ TO ~ . ° . . -- ‘ 
; (Signed) re? JONA. RUSSELL. /evening; siuce then no change in relation to us bas taked | 
Tie most noble the Earl of Liverpec!. | here.” 


~oe.. 





nce ee 


Be 


2, 
eer} 
ased 
ture 
‘the 
you 
you, 
w= 


rust, 
here, 
and 
ated 

cise 
e@ in- 
n the 
‘lara- 
oeca- 
both 
Vass, 
nited 
oach- 
to do 
nting 


| thar 
de of 
nmer- 
eigh- 
dged) 
could 
they 
oduce 
nts of 
is the 
ypera- 
) Neus 
vorted 
avoly. 
| that, 
rland, 
e bur 
r even 
ted to 
| form 
al sys: 
ystelm 
MUL Ile 
ew ty 
irpose 
to be 
uiving 
ritain. 
mid in 
rn ey 
A fast 
le ene 
rough 
en ul 
work 
a, ~Jn 
Je het 
tim ot 
ye laws 
powet 
rvanee 
y Vie 
erie” 
to tle 
in he 
ce, ne 
system 
th th 
ht gli 
nciden 
ight t 
arge % 
house 
» right 
essell” 
sid net 
tech 
peut 
peters 
ypntel 


pe rfett 
be my 
etrines 
» ight 


, avo 


f stat 
1612 
9 hné 
oe G15 
p 


THE WEEKLY REGISTER—STATE PAPERS. 


243 





Extract of a letter from Mr. Russell to the Seeretary of State. 


; London, 28th March, 1812. 
“Since I had the honor to address you a few days since, nothing 
has occurred here to induce a hope of any change in our favor.” 


-_——— 


Extract of a letter from Mr. Russell to the Secretary of State. 


; London, 9th April, 1812. 
“Since my last respects to you, nothing of importance to us has 
occurred here.” 


State Papers. 
(Laid before Congress on Friday the 5th inst.) 
To the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States. 
I transmit for the information of congress, co 
pies of a correspondence of the minister plenipoten- 
tiary of Great Britain, with the secretary of state. 


JAMES MADISON, 
June 4th, 1812. 


MR. FOSTER TO MR. MONROE. 
Washington, May 30, 1812. 

Sin—Notwithstanding the discouraging nature 
of the conversation which I had the honor to have 
with youa few days since at your office, and the cir- 
cumstance of your continued silence in regard to 
two letters from me furnishing additional proof of 
the existence of the French decrees, nevertheless 
there does now appear such clear and convincing 
evidence in the report of the duke Bassano, dated 
the 10th of March of the present year, of those de- 
crees having not only never been rescinded, but of 
their being recently extended and aggravated in the 
re-publication of them contained in that instru- 
ment, that I cannot but imagine it will seem most 
important to the president tliat it should be com- 
municated to congress without delay, in the pre- 
sent interesting crisis of their deliberations, and 
therefore hasten to fulfil the instructions of my go- 
vernment in laying before the government of the 
United States, the enclosed Moniteur of the 16th of 
Jast March, in which is contained that report as it 
was made to the ruler of France and communicated 
to the conservative senate. 

This report confirms, if any thing were wanting 
to confirm, in the most unequivocal manner, the 
repeated assertions of Great Britain that the Berlin 
and Milan decrees have never been revoked, how- 
ever some partial and insidious relaxations of them 
may have been in a few imstances as an encou- 
yagement to America to adopt a system benefi- 
cial to France and injurious to Great Britain, while 
the conditioss on which alone it has been declared 
that those decrees will ever be revoked are here ex. 
plained and amplified in a manner to leave us no 
hope of Bonaparte having any disposition to re- 
nounce the system of injustice which he has pursu- 
ed so as to make it possible for Great Britain to give 
up the defensive measures she has been obliged to 
resort to. 

I need not remind you, sir, how often it has in 
vain been urged by Great Britain that a copy of the 
instrument should be produced by which the de- 
trees of Bonaparte were said to be repealed, and 
how muck: it has been desired that America should 
explicitly state that she did not adopt the conditions 
on which the repeal was offered. 

[tis now manifestthat there was never more than 
a conitdional offer of repeal made by France which 
we hada right to-complain that America should 
have asked us to recogniz>as absolute, and which if 
accepted in its extent by America, would only have 
formed fresh matter of complaint and a new ground 
for declining her demands. 

America must feel that it is impossible for Great 
Britain to rescind her orders in council, whilst the 





French decrees are officially declared to remain in 
force against all nations not subscribing to the new 
maritime code promulgated in those decrees, and 
also without something more explicit on the part of 
America with regard to her understanding as to the 
conditions annexed by France to the repéal of those 
decrees. For, after what has passed, unless a full 
and satisfactory explanation be made on both these 
points, Great Britain cannot relinquish her retalia- 
tory system against France, without implying her 
consent to the admissibility of the conditions in 
question. 7 * 

These observations will, lam sure, appear sufft- 
ciently obvious to you, si, on perusing the inclosed 

aper. } 

: it will be at once acknowledged that this paper 
is a re-pudlication of the Berlin and Milan decrees, 
in amore aggravated form, accompanied as it is with 
an extension of all the obnoxious doctrines which 
attend those decrees, inflamed by a declaration that 
Bonaparte has annexed to France every independ: 
ent state in his neighborhood which had eluded 
them; and that he was proceeding against all other 
maritime ports of Europe on the pretence that his 
system could not be permanent and complete, so 
long as they retained their liberty with regard to 
it. 

The outrageous principle hete avowed; connects 
itself obviously with the proposition too much coun- 
tenanced by America, that the continental system 
of Bonaparte, as far as it operates to the confisca- 
tion of neutral property on shote, on the ground of 
such property being British produce or manufaes 
ture, is a mere municipal regulation which neutral 
or belligerent nations have no right to resent, be- 
cause it does not violate any principle of the law of 
nations. It is unnecessary to recur to the verious 
arguments by which it hag been shewn that this 
system does not partake of the character of muni- 
cipal regulation, which neutral or belligerent nations 
have no right to resent, because it does not violate 
any principle of the law of nations; but that it is 4 
mere war measure, directed with the most hostile 
spirit against Great Britain; and in order to extend 
this system on the principle of municipal regulation; 
all the rights of independent neutral nations are to 
be violated, their territories to be seized without 
any other cause of war whatever, but that they may 
be incorporated with the French nation, and thence 
becoming subject to her rights ef dominion, re- 
ceive the continental system as a municipal regula 
tion of France, and thus the mere possibility of non- 
compliance with the whole of the system is madé 
the ground for the occupation or invasion, the in- 
corporation or extension of every state where the 
French arms can reach. 

Great Britain cannot believe that America wifl 
not feela just indignation at the full development of 
such a system—a system which indeed Bonapurte 
has partially opened before, and has in the instances 
of the Hanseatic towns, of Portugal and other coun- 
tries, carried into complete execution, but whiclt 
he has never completely unfolded in aff its extent 
until the present moment; and im what an instit- 
ing and preposterous shape does he now attemipt to 
bring forward and promulgate this code which he 
is to foree upon all nations? He assumes te treaty 
of Utrecht to be in force, and to be a law binding 
upon all nations; because it suits his convenience, 
at this moment when the navy of France is driven 
from the gcean to revive the doctrine of “free ships 
miking ffee goods,” he has recourse to a treaty ny 
longer in force, in which such a stipulation existed 
--a treaty which, by his own express refussl 2% 
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Amiens to renew any of the ancient treaties, was the ground upon which she has taken a hostiie 
not then revived as even binding on Great Britain attitude against Great Britain, since the repeal of 
and France, between whom alone, as parties to it, our orders in council, and even the renunciation of 
and only while they where at peace with each other’ our rights of blockade, would no longer suffice to 
could it ever have had any legal effect; yet even obtain a repeal of the Berlin and Milan decrees. 
this treaty is too narrow a basis for his present pre-, His majesty’s government cannot but hope that 
tensions, since he cannot find it his rule for limit-' America, considering all the extravagant pretensions 
ing maritime blockades to fortresses actually invest- set forth by the ruler of France, in the duke of 
ed, besieged and likely to be taken; no provision Bassano’s report, and at the same time the resolu- 
ofany descyiption having been made in that treaty tion to march his armies into all states, into the ports 
either for defining or regulating blockades. 'of which the English flag is admitted, will acknow- 
_ Surely, at such an instant, America will not urge ledge, that this doctrine and resolution constitute a 
Great Britain to abandon or to soften any precatl-| complete annihilation of neutrality, and that she is 
tionary, any retaliatory rights against such a power. bound as a neutral state to disavow and resist them, 
_ The British government not only feels itself impe- Every state that acquiesces in this report, must act 
riously bound to defend them, as they respect Great upon the principle, that neutral and enemy are to 
Britain, with all vigor, but to call upon every nation be considered henceforward as the same in the lan- 
toxesist such exorbitant pretensions. guage of the French law of nations, and Great 

If Great Britain, at such a moment, were to relax Britain has a right to consider that every nation 
her orders in council against France, would not all who refuses to admit her flag upon the principle as- 
other nations have reason to complain that the com- sumed, admits and recognizes the doctrine of the 
mon cause was abandoned ? ‘report. 

America must feel that Bonaparte is not acting, 1 will not now trouble you, sir, with many ob- 
as indeed he never has acted, with any view of es-| servations relative to the blockade of May, 1806, as 
tablishing principles of real freedom, with respect the legality of that blockade, assuming the blockad- 
to navigation; but is merely endeavoring to cloak ing force to have been sufficient to enforce it, bas 
his determination, if possible, to ruin Great Bri- latterly not been questioned by you. 
tain by novel demands, and rejected theories of ma-! I will merely remark that it was impossible Great 
ritime luw; and America must see, that Bonaparte’s Britain should receive, otherwise than with the ut- 
object is to exclude British commerce from every most jealousy, the unexpected demand made by A- 
coast and port of the continent; and that in pursuit | merica for the repeal of the blockade as well as of 
of this object, trampling on the rights of indepen-|the orders in council, when it appeared to be made 
dent states, he insultingly proclaims his determina- | subsequent to, if not in consequence of, one of the 
iion to effect it by direct invasion of those indepen- | conditions in Bonaparte’s pretended repeal of his 
dent states, which he as insultingly terms a gauran- | decrees, which condition was our renouncing what 
ree, thus making the most solemn and sacred term) he calls “our new principles of blockade;” that 
in the law of nations synonimous with usurpation, the demand on the part of America was additional 
of territory and extinction of independence. Ame-! and new, is sufficiently proved by reference to the 
rica must see, that as all the states hitherto in his! overture of Mr. Pinkney, as well as from the terms 
power have been seized on to gaurantee his system,)}on which Mr. Erskine had arranged the dispute 
he is now proceeding to destroy whatever remains | with America relative to the orders in council. In 
of independence in other neutral states, to make! that arrangement nothing was brought forward 
that gaurantee complete. From his want of power | with regard to this blockade. America would have 
to pass the Atlantic with his armies (a want of pow- | been contented at that time without any reference 
ev for which the United States are indebted to the |to it. It certainly is not more a grievance or an in- 
naval superiority of Great Britain,) his system of a justice now than it was then. Why then is the 








enuaranteeing force may fail as tu America, but as 
he cannot hope to shut American ports against 
Great Britain by occupancy and invasion, he hopes 
to etfect his purpose by management and fraud, and 
to accomplish that by insidious relaxation which he 
cannot accomplish by power. 

Great Britain he feels is only to be ruined by ex- 
cluding her from every port in the world : he hopes 
‘herefore to shut every port in Europe by force, and 
every port in America l-y management; he pretends 
to conciliate America by applause of her conduct 
wid a partial relaxation of his system in her favor. 
He accompanies the promise of repealing his de- 
crees with conditions, which he trusts America will 
not disavow, and which he knows Great Britain 
must reject : knowing at the same time that the re- 


renunciation of that blockade insisted upon now, if 
‘it was not necessary to insist upon it then? It is 
difficult to find any answer but by reference to 
isubsequent communications between France and 
} America, and a disposition in America to counte- 
nance France in requiring the disavowal of this 
blockade and the principles upon which it rested, 
as the condition sine gua non of the repeal of the 
Berlin and Milan decrees. It seems to have ‘be- 
come an object with America only because it was 
| prescribed as a condition by France. 

On this blockade and the principles and rights 
upon which it was founded, Bonaparte appears to 
rest the justification of all his measures for abolish- 
ing neutrality, and for the invasion of every state 
which is not ready with him to wage a war of ex- 





l:xation of his decree will be of little use to Ameri- 


termination against the commerce of Great Britain. 


cu, without a corresponding relaxation by Great! America, therefore, no doubt, saw the necessity 
Britain, he throws eyery obstacle against conces-| of demanding its renunciation, but she will now see 
sion to America by Great Britain, making her per- that it is in reality vain either for America or Great 





severance in her retaliatory system more than ever 
essential to her honor and existence. And surely 
it will not escape the notice, or fail to excite the in. 
dignation of the American government, that the 
ruler of France, by taking the new ground now 
assumed, has retracted the concession which Ame. 
rica supposed him to have made. He has incon- 
sisjently and contemptuously withdrawn from her 





Britain to expect ah actual repeal of the French 
decrees until Great Britain renounces: First, the 
basis, viz. the blockade of 1809, on which Bona- 
parte has been pleased to found them; next, the 
right of retaliation as subsequently acted upon 1 
the orders in council: further, till she is ready to 
receive the treaty of Utrecht, interpreted and ap- 
plied by the duke of Bassano’s report, as the unt 
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versal law of nations; and finally, till she abjures 
all the principles of maritime law which support 
her established rights now more than ever essential 
to her existence as a nation. 

Great Britain feels confident that America never 
can maintain or ultimately sanction such preten- 
sions, and his royal highness the prince regent 
e..tertains the strongest hope that this last proceed- 
ing of France will strip her measures of every rem- 
nant of disguise, and that America, in, justice to 
what she owes to the law of nations and to her own 
honor as a neutral state, will instantly withdraw 
her countenance from the outrageous system of the 
French government, and cease to support by hos- 
tile measures against British commerce the enor- 
mous fabric of usurpation and tyranny, which 
France has endeavored to exhibit to the world as 
the law of nations. 

America cannot now contend that the orders in 
council exceed in spirit of retaliation what is de- 
manded by the decrees, the principles, or the usur- 
pations of Bonaparte. The United States govern- 
ment must at last be convinced that the partial re- 
laxations of those decrees in favor of America have 
- been insidiously adopted by France for the mere 
purpose of inducing her to close her ports against 
Great Britain, which France cannot effect herselt 
by force, and she must adinit that if Great Britain 
were now to repeal her orders in council against 
France, it would be gratuitously allowing to France 
the commerce of America and all the benefits de- 
rivable from her flag as an additional instrument for 
the annoyance of Great Britain, and that at a mo- 
ment when every state is threatened with destruc- 
tion or really destroyed for merely supporting their 
own right to trade with Great Britain. 

I am commanded, sir, to express on the part of 
his royal highness the prince regent, that while 
his royal highness entertains the most sincere de- 
sire to conciliate America, he yet can never con- 
cede that the blockade of May, 1806, could justly 
be made the foundation, as it avowediy has been, for 
the decrees of Bonaparte; and further, that the 
British government must ever consider the princi- 
ples on which that blockade rested (accompanied 
as it was, by an adequate blockading force) to have | 





been strictly consonant to the established law of na- | 


tions, and a legitimate instance of the practice which 
it recognizes. 

Secondly, that Great Britain must continue to’ 
reject the other spurious doctrines promulgated by 
France in the duke of Bassano’s report, as biading 
upon all nations. She cannot admit as a true de- 





claration of public law, that free ships make free | 
goods, nor the converse of that proposition, that ene- | 
my’s ships destroy the character of neutral property | 


in the cargo—she cannot consent by the adoption ot | 


mit withour retaliation that the mere fact of com- 
mercial intercourse with British ports and subjects 
should be made a crime in all nations, and that the 
armies and decrees of France should be directed to 
enforce a principle so new and unheard of in war. 

Great Britain feels that to relinquish her just 
measures of self-defence and retaliation, would be to 
surrender the best means of her own preservation 
and rights, and with them the rights of other na- 
tions, so long as France maintains and acts upon 
such principles. 

I am commanded to represent to the government 
of America, that Great Britain feels herself entitled 
toexpect from them an unreserved and candid dis- 
claimer of the right of France to impose on her and 
on the world the maritime code which has been thus 
promulgated, and to the penalties of which Ameri- 
cais herself declared to be liable if she fails to sub- 
mit herself to its exactions ; America cannot‘, for 
her own character, any longer temporise on this 
subject, or delay coming to a distinct explanation 
with France as well as with Great Britain, if she 
wishes to clear herself from the imputation of bein= 
an abettor of such injustice. 

America, as the case now stands, has not a pre- 
tence for claiming from Great Britain a repeal of 
her orders in council. She must recollect that the 
British government never for a moment counte- 
nanced the idea that the repeal of those orders could 
depend’upon any partial or conditional repeal of the 
decrees of France. What she always avowed was 
her readiness to rescind her orders in council as 
soon as France rescinded absolutely and uncondi- 
tionally her decrees. She could not enter into any 
other engagement without the grossest injustice to 
her allies as wellas the neutral nations in generai, 
much less could she doso if any special exception 
was to be granted by France upon conditions utter- 
ly subversive of the most important and indisput- 
able maritime rights of the British empire. 

America has now a proceeding forced upon her 
by France, on which, without surrendering any of 
those principles which she may deem it necessary 
for her own honor and security to maintain, she 
may separate herself from the violence and injustice 
of the enemy. She owes not only to herself toe do 
so, but she is entitled to resent that course of con- 


‘duct on the part of France which is the only impe- 


diment to her obtaining what she desires at the 
hands of Great Britain, namely, the repeal ofthe 
orders in council. 

I am authorised to renew to the American go? 
vernment the assurance of his royal highness’ anxi- 
ous desire to meet the wishes of America upon tinis 
point, whenever the conduct of the enemy wiil justi 
fy him in so doing. 

Whilst America could persuade herself, however 


such a principle to deliver absolutely the commerce jerroneously, that the Berlin and Milan decrees had 


of France from the pressure of the naval power of | 
Great Britain, and by the abuse of the neutral flag | 
to allow her enemy to obtain, without the expense | 
of sustaining a navy, for the trade and property of | 
French subjects, a degree of freedom and security 
which even the commerce of her own subjects can- 
not find under the protection of the British navy. 

She cannot admit as a principle of public law, 
thata maritime blockade can alone be legally ap- 
plied to fortresses uctually invested by land as well 
as by sea, which is the plain meaning or consequence 
of the duke of Bassano’s definition. 





She cannot admit asa principle of public law that 


arms and military stores are alone contraband of | 


been actually and totally repeated, and that the exe- 
cution of the engagement made on that condition by 
the British government had been declined,siic might 
deem it justifiable as a consequence of such a persua- 
sion, to treat the interest and commerce of France 
with preference and friendship, and those of Great 
Britain with hostility; but this delusion is at an endl; 
America now finds the French decrees not only in 
full force, but pointed with augmented hostility 
against G. Britain. Will the government of the U.S. 
declare that the measure now taken by France is 
that repeal of the obnoxious decrees which America 
expected would lead to the repeal of the British or- 
ders in council? Will the American government, w- 


war, and that ship timber and naval stores are ex-|less upon the principle of denying our retaliatory 


ely ’ ‘ . . - _* ° ~ ‘ na 
ctuded from that description. Neither can she ad- jright of blockade, under any imaginable circiumasian. 
} 
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ces, declare that there is at this moment a ground 
upon which the repeal of our orders in council can 
he pressed upon us; or that the repeal could now be 
warranted upon any other ground than an express 
abdication of the right itself, which America well 
knows whatever may be our desire to conciliate, is 
a concession which the British government cannot 
and will not make. 

If this be true, for what purpose can she perse- 
vere in her hostile attitude towards Great Britain, 
and her friendly one towards France? Do the Ame- 
rican government really wish to aid France in her 
attempt to subjugate Great Britain? Does America 
expect, that Great Hritain, contending against 
France, will at the instance of America disarm her- 
self, and submit to the mercy of the opponent? If 
both these questions are answered in the negative, 
upon what ground can she for a moment longer 
continue the hostile measures against us? The 
American non-intercourse act was framed upon the 
express principle of continuing in force against the 
power, wuether France or Great Britain, that 


should refuse to repeal its respective laws, of which 


America thought herself entitled to complain; but 
the repeal contemplated by that act was a dona fide 
repeal, and not a repeal upon an inadmissible con- 
dition, and America can never be justified in conti- 
nuing to resent against us that failure of relief which 
is alone attributable to the insidious policy of the 
enemy, that has for the purpose of embarrassing the 
discussions interwoven the question of the decrees 
with the exaction of a relinguishment of almost the 
whole system of our maritime law. 

It is not for the British government to dictate 
to thatof America, what ought to be the measure 
of her just indignation against the ruler of France, 


for having originated and persevered in a system of 


lawless yiolence, to the subversion of neutral rights, 


which being necessarily retaliated, by Great Britain, | 


jias exposet America, with other neutral states, to 
losses which the British goyernment has never ceas- 
ed most sincerely to deplore: America must judge 


for herself, how much the original injustice of 


France towards her has been aggravated by the frau- 
dulent professions of relinquishing her decrees by 
the steps adopted to mislead America, in order to 
embark her in measures which we trust she never 
would have taken if she could have forseen what 


has now happened: and ultimately by threatening 


America with her yengeance, as a denationlized 
state, if she does not submit to be the instrument of 
her designs against Great Britain. 

These are considerations for America to weigh 


9 


but what we are entitled to claim at her hands as an! 


act not less of policy than justice, is that she should 


cease to treat Great Britain as an enemy. ‘Vhe' 


prince regent does not desive retrospect when the 
interests of two countries so naturally connected 
by innumerable ties are concerned. It is more con- 
sonant to his royal highness’ sentiments, to contri- 
tercourse,than to enquire why it has been interrupt- 
ed. Fooling that nothing has been omitted on his part 
to relieve America from the inconvenience to which 
a novel system of warfare on the part of Erance un. 
fortunately continues to expose her; and that the 
present unfriendly relations, which to their mutual 
prejudice subsist between the two countries, have 
grown outor a misconception on the part of Ame- 


buté to the restoration of haimony and friendly in- | 


authorized to assure the American governmenf, 
that although his royal highness, acting in the name 
and on the behalf of his majesty, can never suffer the 
fundamental maxims of the British monarchy in mat- 
ters of maritime right, as consonant to the recogniz- 
ed law of nations, to be prejudiced in his hands, his 
royal highness will be ready at all times to concert 
with America, as to their exercise; and so to regu. 
late their application as to combine, as far as may 
be, the interests of America with the object of ef- 
fectually retaliating upon France the measure of her 
own injustice. 

I will now terminate this letter by assuring you, 
sir, as I can with perfect truth, that the most cor- 
dial and sincere desire animates the councils of 
Great Britain to conciliate America, as far as may 
be consistent with the principle upon which the 
preservation of the power and independence of the 
British monarchy is held essentially to depend, and 
which cannot be abandoned without throwing her 
helpless and disarmed into the presence of her ad- 
'versary. 

I have the honor to be, 
With great respect, Xc. 
AUG. J. FOSTER. 





| (Signed) 


‘James Monrve, esq. Secretary of State. 


(TRANSLATION.) 
| Report of the minister of foreign relations to his majesty the emperor 
and king, communicated to the conservative senate, in the sitting 
of 10th March, 1812. 
SIRE—The maritime rights of neutrals have been solemnly re- 
gulated by the treaty of Utrecht, which has become the common 
law of nations. 
| This law, expressly renewed in all the subsequent treaties, has 
' 





consecrated the principles I am about to expose. 

‘The flag covers the property. Enemy’s property under a neu- 
tral flag, is neutral; as neutral property under an enemy’s flag,is 
‘enemy’s property. ‘The only articles which the flag does not cover, 
are contraband articles; and the enly articles which are contraband, 
arv arms and munitions of war. 

A visit of a neutral vessel, by an armed vessel, can only be made 
by a smal! number of men, the armed vessel keeping beyond the 
reach of cannon-shot. 

Every neutral vessel may trade from an enemy’s port to an ene- 
my’s port, and from an enemy’s port to a neutral port. he only 
| ports excepted, are those really blockaded; and the ports really 
blockaded, are those which are invested, besieged, and in danger 
of being taken (en prevention d'etre pris,) and into which a mer- 
chant ship could not enter without danger. 

Such are the obligations of belligerent nations. towards neutral 
nations; such are the reciprocal rights of both, such are the max- 
ims consecrated by the treaties which form the public law of nations. 
Often has England attempted to substitute for them arbitrary and 
tyrannical rules. Her unjust pretensions were repelled by all 
governments, sensible to the voice of honor and to the interests of 

their people. She saw herself constantly obliged to recogmise in 
| her treaties the principles which she wished to destroy, and when 
the peace of Amiens was violated, maritime legislation rested again 
[on its ancient foundations. 

| By the course of events, the English navy became more humerous 
than all the forces of the other maritime powers. : 

| England then supposed that she had nothing to tear, she might 
| attempt every thing; she immediately resolved to subject the navi- 
gation of every sea to the same laws which governed that of the 
Thames. ‘ ( 

It wasin 1806 that she commenced the execution of this system, 
which tended to make the common law of nations yield to the 
orders in council, and to the regulations of the admiralty of 
London, ; 

The declaration of the 16th May, annihilated, by a single word, 
the rights of all maritime states (and) put under interdiction vast 

coasts and whole empires. From this moment, England no longet 
recognized neutrals on the seas. ie 
The orders of 1807 imposed on all vessels an obligation to enter 
| English ports, whatever might be their destination: to pay @ tr 
‘bute to England; and to subject their cargoes to the tariff of her 
) custom-houses, } : 
| By the declaration of 1806, all navigation was interdicted to 
‘neutrals. By the orders of 1807 the faculty of egy ott ape 
' restored to them; but they could only use it, for the advantage 0 


| 





| English commerce, by the combinations of her interest, aud to 


} 


her profit. . hicl 

The English government took off thereby the mask with which 
it had concealed its projects; proclaimed the universal dominion 
of the seas; regarded every people as their tributaries; and 1D 


rica both of ihe conduct and purpose of France;! posed upon the continent the expenses of the war which it maine 


upon America to resume her relations of amity 
with Great Britain. In doing so she will best pro- 
vide for the interests of her own people; andl am 


his royal highness considers himself entitled to call | ined a8ainstit 


These unheard of measures excited a general indignauion among 


‘those powers who cherished the sentiment of their independen* 
and of their rights. But at London, they carried to the highe 


degree of elevation the national pride; they displayed to the Eng: 
lish people a futurity rich with the most brilliant hopes. 
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Their commerce, their industry, were to be henceforward with- 
out competition; the productions of the two worlds were to flow 
into their ports, to do humage to the maritime and commercial sove- 
reiguty of England, in paving to her a toll-duty, and afterwards 
proceed to other nations, burthened with enormous costs, from 
which English merchandize alone would have been exonerated. 

Your majesty perceived at a single glance the evils with which 
the continent was threatened. The rein dy was immediately re- 
sorted to. You annihilated by your decrees this arrogant and unjust 
enterprize, so destractive of the independence of all states and of 
the rights of every people. 

The decree of Berlin replied to the declaration of 1806. The 
blockade of the British isles was opposed to the imaginary bloc- 
kade established by England. 

Che decree of Milan replied to the order of 1807; it declared 
denationalized every neutral vessel which submittéd to English | 
legislauion, Known to have touched at an English port, known to 
have paid a tribute to rege and which thereby renounced the 
independence and the rights of its flag. All the merchandize of | 
the commerce and of the industry of England were blockaded in | 
the British isles; the continental system excluded them from the 
continent ‘ 

Never did an act of reprisal attain its object in a manner more 
prompt, More certain, or more victorious. The deerves of Berlin 
and Milan turned against England the weapons which she had di- 
rected against universal commerce. ‘Vhe source of commercial 
prosperity, Which she thought so abundant, became a source of | 
calamity for English commerce; in the place of those exactions | 
which were to have enriched her funds, a depreciation, continual: | 
ly increasing, impairs the wealth of the state aud that of individuals. | 

When the decrees of your majesty appeared, the whole continent | 
foresaw that such would be the result if they received their entire | 





execution ; but, as much as Europe was accustomed to see your 
undertakings crowned with success, they were at a loss to conceive 


ost, and separated from all the states whose independence sl e 

as violated, consents at length to enter upon the principles, which 
form the basis of European society, to acknowledge the law of na- 
tions, and the rights consecrated by the treaty of Uureeht. 

In the mean time, the French people must remain in arms: honor 
commands it ; the interest, the rights, the independence of the na- 
tion are engaged in the same cause ; andan oracle still more evr 
tain. which has often been pronounced by your majesty, niakes it 
an imperious aud sacred law. 

Mr. Monroe to Mr. Foster. 
Department of State. June 3d, 1812. 

SIR—In the letter of May 30th, which I had the honor to re- 
ceive from you on the first instant, 1 perecive a diilcrence in a par- 
ticular passage of it from a passage on the same subject, in the 
despatch from lord Castlereagh to you, which you were so good as 
to communicate to me entire as appears from the tenor of the let- 
ter to have been intended by your government, The passage im 
your letter to which I allude, is as follows: * Ainerica, as the vase 
now stands, has not a pretence for claiming from Great Britain a 
repeal of her orders in council. She must recoll ct that the Bri- 
tish government never for a moment countenanced the idea that 
the repeal of those orders could depend upon any partial or con- 
ditional repeal of the decrees of France. What she always avowed 
was her readiness to rescind her ordeis in council as svoy as Frane - 
rescinded absolutely and unconditionally her deerces. She could 
not enter into any other engagement without the grossest injustice 
to her allies as well as to neutral nations in general ; much less could 
she do so if any special exception was to be granted by France upon 
coxditions utterly subversive of the most important aud indisput- 
able maritime rights of the British empire.” 

According to the tenor of the despatch of lord Castlereagh to you, 
my recollection is, that in stating the condition on which the ord vs 


in council were to be repealed in relation to the United Stat-s, it 


by what new prodigies your inajesty would realize the great designs | Was specified that the deerees of Berlin and Milan must not de 


which have been so rapidly accomplished. Armed with all your | 


power, nothing could turn your majesty from your object. Hol: | 
land, the Hanseatic Cities, the evasts which lie between the Zuy- | 
derzee and the Baltic, were to be united to France, subject to the | 
same administration and the same regulations ; the immediate and 
inevitable consequence of the legislation of the English govern: | 
ment. Considerations of no kind were able to balance, inthe mind | 
of your majesty, the first interest of your empire. | 
i will not stop to recapitulate the advantages of this important | 
resolution. After fifteen months, that is to say, after the senatus 
consultum of re-union, the decrees of your majesty press with all | 
their weight upon England. She flattered hevseli’ to invade the | 
commerce of the world, and her own commeree became a mere | 
stock-jobbing affair (agiotage) which could not be carricd on but by | 
means ot twenty thousand licences issued every year. Forced to 
obey the law of necessity, she thereby renounced her navigation 
act, the original foundation of her power. She aspired to the uni- 


| 

' 

ie 

versal dominic , , Spal Piaaag ee ; | 
al mon of the seas, and navigation is interdicted to her | 

i 

| 


pine og repulsed from all the ports of the continent, she wished to 
eurich her funds With the tributes that Europe was to pay, and) 
Europe has withdrawn itse ) 


repealed singly and specially in relation to the United Siates, but 
be repealed also as to all other neutral nations, ami thatin no fees 
extent of a repeal of the decrees had the British government ever 
pledged itself to repes! the orders in couneid. 

However suseeptible the passage in your letter inay be of a 
construction reeoncilable with the import of the despateh from 
lord Castlereagh, yet as a sinilar phraseology of your government 


on other occasions bas had a construction less exteasive; and as it 


is important, im every respect, that there should be no misutid-r 
standing, or possibility of error, you will excuse me for request’ ne 
that you will have the goodness to inform me wl» ther, im any cr 
cumstanee, my recollection of the import of this passage tu lord 

Castlereagh’s despatch is inaccurate. I have the honor to he. &c. 

(Signed) JAMES MONRQE. 

Aug. J. Foster, Gc. OC 
Mr. Foster to Mr. Monroe. 

Washington, June 3, 1812. 
SIR—I have received your letter of to-day, requesting an ex- 
planation relative to the supposed meaning of a passage in a 


if not only from her injurious icp despatch from Loru Castlereagh to me that L had the honor to 


sions. but likewise fr .: ‘ yh ae : ; , ; 
ons, but likewise from the tributes which it paid to her industry : | communicate to you confidentially, and I beg leave to state tu you 


her manutacturing cities have beeome deserted; distress has suc- 
ceeded to a prosperity uutil then increasing ; the alarming disap- 
pearance of specie and the absolute privation of business, daily in- 
OF hen | the public tranquility. Such, for England, are the results 
a: < imprudent attempts. She thence learns, and she will every 
iy — pre fully, that there is no safety for her but in a return 
wil tanta the principles of the law of nations, and that she 
ports unless + lage pee sega in the benefits of the neutrality of 
Pa ng — wil - er neutrals to profit of the neutrality of 
pr cr on nul then, and as Jong as the British orders in coun- 

hen not revoked, ard the principles of the treaty of Utreehtin 
redation to neutrals put in force, the decrees of Berlin and Milan 
= » oy for the powers who suffer their flag to be denation 
diantiaddiienl to of the continent ought tu be opened neither to 

gs ner to Euglish merchandize. 





that while I conceive it to be very difficult to give an explanation 
upon a single point in a note of considerable leagth without r- 
ferring to the whole context, and also believe it to be altogether 
‘irregular to enter into a discussion respecting a communitation so 
| entirely informal, yet Ihave no hesitation in assuring you that my 
note of May 30, contains the whole substance of the despatch al- 
luded to. 
|. In the correspondence that will probably take place, between us 
in consequence of the new ground upon which theduke of Bassano’s 
report has placed the question at issue between our two countric 8, 
I shall be extrenwly happy to enter at full length upon any topic 
which you may wish particularly to discuss. 
I have the honor to be with the highest consideranon and re- 


spect, sit, your most obedient humble servant, 
AUG. J. FOSTER. 


Ite ‘once: ata 
aunot be concealed, that to maintain beyond the reach of | Tothe hon. James Monroe, Gc. O'e. Gee 


attack this §reat system, it is necessary that your majesty should 
employ the powertul neans ( dite, 


N your subjects that assistance which you have never asked in 


vain: e dj “the . : 
ain: all the disposable forers of Franee must be directed whither: | 


mane flag, and flags denationalized, or couvoyed by 
exclusivel geste ‘s ar, “Ry wish to enter, A particular army, 
achonnhs rad, with guarding our vast coast, our maritime 
vant als, and the triple row of fortresses which cover our frontiers, 
cond “" ansWer to your majesty for the security of the territory 
destiny those been and its fidelity 5 it will restore to their higi 
the. ete 7 spade men accustomed to fight and to conquer under 
a Toe ony for the defence of political rights, anid 
bare erior security of the empires. Eventhe depots of corps will 
iin oka the useful destination of keeping up the 
your porta weed will gem of your active armi Se The torevs of 
rnidalyl a3 ty ny e thus constantly iaintamed on the most for- 

ade footing ; and the French territory, protected by a péerma- 


which belong to your empire, and find + 





Mr. Monroe to Mr. Foster. 
Department ef State, June 4, 1812. 

SIR—I have had the honor to receive your letter of yesterday, m 
reply to mine of the same date. . 

AS the despatch of lord Castlereagh was communicated by you 
to me, in my official character, to be shewn to the president, aud 
was shewn to him accordingly, and asthe despatch itself expressiy 
authorized such a communication to this government, I cannot 
conceive in what seuse such a proceeding could be considered 
confidential, or how it could be understood, that the executive Was 
to receive one communication for itself, and transmit to congress 
another, liable, in the opinion of the executive, to a dilivrent or 
doubtful construction. I cannot but persuade inyself, sir, that on 
a reconsideration of the subject you will pereeive that there can 
be no impropriety in a compliance with the request contained in 
my letter of yesterday. Should I be misfaken in this expectation, I 


nent establi . rites te ‘ F ; nm 4 
testablishment, which is recommended by the interest, the po- flatter myself that you will see the propriety of freeing your own 


ey — dignity of the empire, will find itself in a situation which 
Iti 7 i it more deserving of the title of inviolable and sacred. 

prodisiona’ time since the actual government of Great Britain 
bridled pore i na war, a frighttul WOject which the most ule 
sumptuous mate ould not have dared to form, and whieh a pre- 
wii mathe ee could only have avowed; a frightful project 
We crn gn s however, be realized, il France could hope for nothing 
* agement withuut guarantee, of au uncertain length, and 
a -o More disastrous tials War. aiid 

e —s sire, Which your majesty, in the midst of your great 
power, has so often ¢ 7 


US ladvurs. if Enelan.- 4 ; : 
urs, if England, excluded with perseverance froin Ue cunti- 


dliered to your enemies, will crowa your glori- | 


communication from ambiguity and liability to misconstruction.— 
| With a view to this, permit me to enquire whether the passage in 
yourletter stating the Condition on which yuur government always 
avowed its r-adiness to rescind the orders in council, namely, as soon 
as France rescinded, absolutely and unconditionally, her deerces, 
includes in its meaning, that the decrees must be rescinded ia re- 
jation to other neutral nations, as well as to the United States, pr - 
vious tua repeal of the orders in council in reiation to the Cond 
| States? . L have the honor to be, &e. &e. JAMES MONRO} 
| Aug. J. Fuster, esq. O'c. Ore. 
[This series of papers is continued ina succeeding mesiage tom 


the preeideit. See page 252.) 
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Randolph’s Appeal, 


P By referring to the ond number of the Register, 
page 295, will be seen the proposition of Mr. 
F#andolph, and the proceedings of the house of 
representatives thereon, that gave rise to the fol- 
lowing:] — 

lO THE FREEHOLDERS 
Of Charlotte, Prince Edward, Buckingham, 


and Cumberland, 

Ferow-Citizens, 

.. _E dedicate to you the following fragment, That 
it appears in its present mutilated shape is to be as- 
cribed to the successful usurpation which has reduc- 
ed the freedom of speech in one branch of the Ame. 
rican congress to an empty name. It is now estab- 
lished Sor the first time, and in the person of your re- 
presentative, that the house may, and will refuse to 
hear a member in his place, or even to receive a mo- 
tion from him upon the most momentous subject 
that can be presented for legislative decision. A si- 
malar motion was brought forward by the republican 
minority in the year 1798* before these modern in- 
ventions, for stifling freedom of debate, was disco- 
vered. It was discussed as a matter of right until it 
was abandoned by the mover in consequence of ad- 
ditional information [the correspondence of our en- 
Voy at Paris] laid betore congress by the president. 
In the “reign of terror” the father of the sedition 
Jaw had not the hardihood to proscribe liberty of 
speccn, much less the right of free debate on the 
floor of congress. This invasion of the public li- 
berties was reserved for self styled republicans, who 
hold your understandings in such contempt as to 
flatter themselves that you will overlook their every 
outrage upon the great first principles of free go- 
vernment, in consideration of their professions of 
tender regard for the privileges of the people. Itis 
fur you to decide whether they have undervalued 


France has for years past offered us terms of tn- 
defined commercial arrangement, as the price of a 
war with England, which, hitherto, we have not 
wanted firmness and virtue to reject. That price 
is now to be paid. We are tired of holding out~ 
and following the example of the nations of conti- 
nental Europe; entangled in the artifices or awed 
by the power of the destroyer of mankind, we are 
prepared to become instrumental to his projects of 
universal dominion. Before these pages meet your 
eye, the last republic of the earth will have enlist- 
ed under the banners of the tyrant, and become a par- 
tyto hiscause. The blood of the American freemen 
must flow to cement his power, to aid in stifling the 
last struggles of afflicted and persecuted man; to 
deliver up into his hands the patriots of Spain and 
Portugal, to establish his empire over the ocean and 
over the land that gave our forefathers birth;—to 
forge our own chains! And vet, my friends, we are 
told, as we were told in the days of Mr. Adams, “‘the 
Anger of Heaven poinis to war.’ Yes, the finger of 
Heaven pogs point to war. It points to war, as it 
points to the mansions of eternal misery and torture; 
as a flaming beacon warning us of that vortex which 
we may not approach but with certain destruction, 
It points to desolated Europe, and warns us of the 
chastisement of those nations who have offended 
against the justice, and almost beyond the mercy 
of Heaven. It announces the wrath to come upon 
those, who, ungrateful for the bounty of Providence, 
not satisfied with the peace, liberty, security and 
plenty at home, fly, as it were, into the face of the 
most high, and tempt his forbearance. 

To you, in this place, I can speak with freedom, 
and it becomes me to do so: nor shall I be deterred 
by the cavils and the sneers of those who hold as 
“foolishness,” all that savors not of worldly wis- 
dom, from expressing fully and freely those senti- 
ments which it has pleased God, in his mercy, to 
engrave upon my heart. 

The state of the 
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your intelligence and spirit, or whether thev have 
tormed 4 just estimate of your character. You do 
not require to be told that the violation of the rights 
of him whom you have deputed to represent you js 
an invasion of the rights of every man of you, o 
every individual in society. If this abuse be suffer- 
ed to pass unredressed—and the people alone are 
competent to apply the remedy—we must bid adieu 
to a free form of government, forever ! 

Having learned from various sources that a decla- 
raion et war would be attempted on Monday next, 
with closed doars, | deemed it my duty to endeavor, 


These are no ordinary times. 
world is unexampled—the war of the present day 
is not like that of our revolution, or any which 
preceded it, at least in modern times. It is a war 
against the liberty and happiness of mankind. It 1s 
a war in which the whole human race are the vic- 
tims, to gratify the pride and lust of power of a sin- 
gle individual. I beseech you, put it to your own 
bosoms, how far it becomes you as freemen, as 
christians, to give your aid and sanction to this im- 
pious and bloody warfare against your brethren of 
the human family. Tosuch among you, if any such 
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by an exercise of my constitutional functions, to 
arrest this heaviest of all possible calamities, and 
avert it from our happy country. I accordingly 
made the effort of which I now give you the result 
and of the success of which you will already have 
been informed before these pages can reach you. | 
pretend only give you the substance of my unfinish- 
ed argument. The glowing werds—the language 
of the heart—have passed away with the occasion 
that called them forth. They are no longer under 
my controul. My design is simply to submit 
to you the views which have induced me to consider 
8 war with England, under existing circumstances, 
as comporting neither with the INTEREST nor the 
HONOR of the American people, but as an idolatrous 
sucrifice of both, on the altar of rrencu RAPACITY, 


there be, who are insensible to motives not more 
dignified and manly than they are intrinsically wise, 
I would make a different appeal. I adjure you by 
the regard you have for your own security and pro- 
perty, for the liberty and inheritance of your chil- 
dren, by all that you hold dear and sacred, to inter- 
pose your constitutional powers to save your coun- 
try and yourselves from the calamity, the issue of 
which it 1s not given to human foresight to divine. 

Ask yourselves if you are willing to become the 
virtual allies of Bonaparte? Are you willing for the 
sake of annexing Canada to the Northern States, 
to submit to that overgrowing system of taxation, 
which sends the European laborer supperless to 


[bed ? to maintain by the sweat of your brow, armies 


at whose hands you are to receive a future master ? 





PERFIDY AND AMBITION ! 





*This motion was drawn, it is believed, by Mr. 
Gallatin, but movel oy Mr. Sprigg, declaring it to 
be inexpedient at that time to resort to war aprinst 
the French republic. , 





Suppose Canada ours—is there any one among you 
who would ever be, in any respect, the better for it ? 
the richer, the freer—the happier—the move secure ? 
And is it for a boon like this, that you would join in 
the warfare against the liberties of man in the other 
hemisphere, and put yeur own in jeopardy? or is 
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it for the nominal privilege of a licensed trade with 
France that you would abandon your lucrative com- 
merce with Great Britain, Spain and Portugal, and 
their Asiatic, African and American dependencies 
—in a word, with every region of those vast conti- 
nents. That commerce which gives vent to your 
tobacco, grain, tlour, cotton, in short, to all your 
native products, which are denied a market in 
France? 

There are not wanting men so weak, as to sup- 
pose that their approbation of warlike measures is a 
proof of personal gallantry, and that opposition to 
them indicates a want of that spirit which becomes 
a friend to his country; as if it required more cou- 
rage and patriotism to join in the acclamation of the 
day, than steadily to oppuse one’s self to the mad 
infatuation to which every people and all govern- 
ments have, at some time or other, given way. Let 
the history of Phocion, of Agisand of the De Witts 
answer this question. My friends, do you expect to 
find those who are now loudest in the clamor for 
war, foremost in the ranks of battle? or is the ho- 
nor of this nation indissolubly connected with the 
political reputation of a few individuals who tell you 
they have gone too far to recede, and that you must 
pay, with your ruin, the price of their consistency ? 
My friends, | have discharged my duty towards you 
—lamely and inadequate I know, but to the best of 
my pocr ability. The destiny of the American peo- 
ple is in their own hands. The net is spread for 
their destruction. You are enveloped in the toils of 
French duplicity; and if, which may Heaven in its 
mercy forbid, you and your posterity are to become 
hewers of wood and drawers of water, to the mo- 
dern Pharoah, it shall not be for the want of my best 
exertions to rescue you from the cruel and abject 
bondage. This sin, at least, shall not rest upon 
my soul. 

JOHN RANDOLPH, of Roanoke. 

Muy 30th, 1812. 

[A sketch of Mr. Randolph’s speech appears to 
foliow this article— we ‘have not yet received it. If 
it comes to hand in season it shall appear in our 
next—for it doubtless deserves a place among the 
curiosities of the times.—Ebp. Ree. ] 








Paul Jones. 
( Continued from page 231.) 


In the month of January 1778, 1 repaired to Pa- 
ris, to make the necessary arrangements with the 
American ministers, relative to the equipment of 
the Indienne; but, as the recent intelligence rela- 
tive to the capture of Burgoyne had determined 
the court of France to recognize the independence 
of America by means of a treaty of alliance, and as 
the English ambassador at the Hague, in conse- 
quence of obtaining possession of the papers of an 
American agent, found that the Jndienne was the 
property of congress, I acquiesced in the opinion 
of the American ministers; and it was determined 
to cede the property to his most christian majesty, 
this being the most likely method of preserving the 
property. 

1 then returned on board the Ranger, and as I 
had received information from America, relative to 
the force and stations of the English fleet in that 
quarter, I immediately transmitted a letter to Mr. 
Deane, one of the American ministers at Paris, 
communicating a plan of an expedition with a squad- 
ron of ten sail of the line, a few frigates, and a small 
body of land forces, with a view of completely de- 


United States. This scheme was not adopted un- 
til it was too late, and then it of course became im- 
practicable. 

In the mean time I took several American vessels 
under my convoy, from Nantes, to the bay of Qui- 
beron, where M. la Motte Piquet was lying at an- 
chor, with six sail of the line, a few frigates, and 
several merchantmen, which he was to take under 
his protection to the westward of cape Finisterre. 
M. de la Fayette was on board this fleet, which was 
provided with clothing, ammunition, and military 
stores for America. 

Iveached the bay, February 13, 1778, and sent to 
demand of the admiral, if he would return my salute; 
and this compliment was reece | agreed to by 
that brave officer, although neither he nor I knew 
at that period, that a treaty of alliance had been 
signed between France and America seven days 
before. This was the first salute received by the 
American flag from any power, and occasioned much 
dispute in the English parliament. 

I now set sail from the bay of Quiberon to Brest, 
but did net enter the road on the contrary, I an- 
chored at Cammeret, where’ I was detained by cons 
trary winds until the French ambassador at the 
court of St. James’, had announced the treaty lately 
concluded between his most christian majesty and 
the United States. 

On this, I immediately sailed into Brest water, 
and saluted the count D’Orvilliers, who returned 
the salute, and received me with all the honors due 
to an admiral, on board his flag ship La Bretange. 

In the month of February, 1776, the parliament 
of England had authorised George III. to treat all 
the Americans taken at sea, with arms in their 
hands, as traitors, pirates, and felons: this more 
than any other circumstances, rendered me the de- 
clared enemy of Great Britain. From the very 
commencement of the war, an exchange of prison- 
ers had taken place between general Washington 
and the commanders of the enemy’s army; not- 
withstanding the haughty conduct of Great Britain, 
she was obliged to submit to this arrangement, and 
consider the American soldiers as prisoners of war. 
it was, however, an attrocious crime to act against 
her by sea; and England, on this occasion, perpe- 
tuated a-new all the cruelties on America which she 
had lavished on Scotland in 1745. A ferocious and 
vindictive people would have rejoiced to have seen 
the American sailors cut down from the gibbet 
while yet alive, their breast opened with a knife, 
and their yet palpitating hearts thrown into the 
flames! If they did not dare to attempt this, they, 
however, shut up a number of citizens of the 
United States in the English prisons during five 
whole years, where they suffered all the horrors 
proceeding from cold, hunger, and every sort of 
mal treatment. Some of these unfortunates were 
sold on thecoast of Africa, while others, were trans- 
ported to the West-Indies. The firmness with 
which these martyrs of liberty supported their hard 
lot, is wholly unexampled; for they preferred every 
kind of prosecution to serving on board the English 
navy. 

Indignant at the barbarous treatment experienced 
by the Americans. 1 determined to make a grand 
effort in their behalf, with a view of stopping the 
barbarous proceedings of the English in Europe, 
as well as on the western continent, in the latter of 
which they set fire to their houses, destroyed their 
property, and burned and destroyed whole towns. 
| accordingly determined, by way of retaliation, to 





Sstroying the enemy’s naval power acting against the | 


effect a descent upon some part of England, with a 
view of destroying the shipping. lt was also. mr 
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intention to make some person of distinction pri- 
soner, whom I resolved to detain as a hostage for the 
security of, and in order to exchange with, the Ame- 
rican prisoners in England. 

Admiral D’Orvilliers, to whom I communicated 
this project, offered to procure for me a captain’s 
commission in the French marine, that, in case I 
met with any disaster, I might claim the protection 
of his most christian majesty; but however advan- 
tageous this was, I determined to decline the accept- 
ance; because, in the first place, I was not authori- 
zed by congress to change my flag; and, in the 
second, such a conduct might have rendered my 
attachment to America suspected. 

I accordingly sailed from Brest, and advanced 
towards Ireland, neglecting the capture of a number 
of vessels within my reach, asI did not wish to di- 
minish the strength of my crew. Near to the en-| 
trance into Carrickfergus, I however, seized on a 
fishing-boat, manned with six persons, who proved 
to be pilots. The Drake, a twenty-gun ship, hap- 
pened tobe then in the road, and even within sight, 
I imagined it possible to obtain possession of her 
by surprise during the night. With this view, I 
immediately gave orders for making the necessary 
preparations; but the mate, who had drank too 
much brandy, did not let go the anchor according 
to orders, which prevented the Ranger from running 


I had reason to believe, that my appearance had not 
hitherto given any alarm, I deemed it prudent to 
cut my cable, and return into St. George’s channel. 
I remained there, buffetted about by the winds, dur- 
ing three days, until the weather having become 
more favorable, I determined a second time to at- 
tempt a descent; this project, however, greatly alarm- 
ed my lieutenants; they were poor, they said, and 
sheir object was gain, not honor; they accordingly 
excited disobedience among the ship’s company, by 
persuading them that they had a right to determine, 
whether the measures adopted by me were well 
concerted or not. 


I happened to be at this period within sight of 
Whitehaven, in Cumberland, at the mouth of the 
Solway Frith. This is a considerable harbor, in 
which there then were about 400 sail, some of them 
vessels of 259 tons burthen; and I had determined 
to take advantage of the ebb tide, when the shipping 
was dry, to destroy them. To effect this, it was 


On this, 1 deemed it best to unite my forces, With 
a view of effecting, at least, some part of our en- 
terprize. In short we set fire to some of the ves- 
sels, and it soon burned with great filerceness, and 
began to communicate; but as it was now eight 
o’clock in the morning, and the inhabitants began 
to approach near us in crowds, I could no longer 
defer my retreat which was made in good order. 
On my return on board the Ranger, the wind being 
favorable, I set sail for the coast of Scotland. It 
was my intention to take theearl of Selkirk prison- 
er, and detain his lordship as a hostage, in con- 
formity to the project already mentioned. It was 
with this view about noon of the same day I landed 
on that nobleman’s estate, with two officers and a 
few men. In the course of my progress, I fell in with 
some of the inhabitants, who, taking me for an 
Englishman, observed, that lord Selkirk was then 
in London, but that her ladyship and several ladies 
were at the castle. 


On this, I determined to return : but such mode. 


my people, who were disposed to pillage, burn, 
and destroy every thing, in imitation of the con- 
duct of the English towards the Americans. Al. 
though I was not disposed to copy such horrid pro- 
ceedings, more especially whena lady was in ques- 
tion, it Was yet necessary to recur to such means 
as should satisfy their cupidity, and, at the same 
time, provide for lady Selkirk’s safety. It imme- 
diately appeared to me, to be the most proper mode 
to give orders to the two officers to repair to the 
castle with the men, who were to remain on the 
outside under arms, while they themselves entered 
alone. They were then instructed to enter, and 
demand the family plate, in a polite manner, accept- 
ing whatever was offered them, and then to return, 
without making any further inguiries, or attempt- 
ing to search for more. 


I was punctually obeyed; the plate was delivered: 
lady Selkirk herself observed to the officers, that 
she was exceedingly sensible of my moderation; she 
even intimated a wish to repair to the shore although 
a mile distance from her residence, in order to invite 
me to dinner; but the officers would not allow her 
ladyship to take so much trouble. 

Next day, April 4, 1778, I prepared to return to 
Carrickfergus, to attack the Drake in open day; 
but the heutenants were averse to the project, and 





necessary to land about midnight, with a party of 
determined men, and seize on a fort and battery, 
which defended the port. My two lieutenants, being 
averse to the enterprize, and yet being unwilling 
to discover their true motives, feigned illness. On 
this I determined to take the command in person, and 
vith much difficulty prevailed on thirty volunteers 
to follow me. 

With this handful of men, and two small boats, 
I quitted the Ranger, at eleven o’clock at night 
and rowed towards the harbor; but it being far- 
ther off than we imagined, and the tide against us, 
day broke before we had effected a landing. 

I now sent the smallest of the boats towards the 
northern side of tlie harbor to set fire to the vessels, 


the crew of the Ranger became so mutinous, that 
I ran no small risk of being either killed or thrown 
into the sea; and but two days before, I was on the 
point of being abandoaed, and left ashore at White- 
haven. 


In the mean time, the captain of the Drake sloop 
of war, having been informed of our descent at 
Whitehaven, prepared to attack us; and, while 
every thing was getting ready, he despatched an 
officer on board of his boat, with a spy glass, in 
order to reconnoitre the Ranger. On this, I im- 
mediately masked my guns, kept my men out of 
sight, and disguised the vessel in such a manner as 
to resemble a merchantman; in consequence of this 





while I myself advanced with the other to the south, 
to take possession of the fort and battery, the first 
of which was taken by assault, I myself being the 
first to enter it through one of the embrasures. We 
then nailed up the thirty-six cannon mounted on 
the batteries, and advanced towards the south, with 
a view of burning all the vessels, when, to my infi- 
nite astonishment, I beheld the other boat returning, 
without haviee done any thing. 





the crew of the boat were deceived and taken. This 
trifling success produced the effect of enchantment 
on my sailors, who were no longer averse from giving 
her battle. 

The Drake, having fired some cannon to recal 
her boat, hoisted her anchor, and came out attend- 
ed by a number of yatchts and pleasure-boats, with 
ladies and gentlemen on board: but when the en- 
gagement became serious, they thought proper to 
withdraw to a respectful distance. 


rate conduct was not conformable to the wishes of 
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No sooner did the enemy make his appearance, 
chan I lay to, determined not to engage until she 
game within pistol shot. The engagement was ac- 
cordingly sustained with great vivacity on both 
sides, during an hour and five minutes, when, the 
captain anc lieutenant being both mortally wound- 
ed, the English flag was lowered, and I took pos- 
session of her. LI vegretted greatly the death of 
these brave men, and committed them to the ocean 
with all the honors due to their valor. »I at the 
same time, dismissed the six fishermen, whom I 
have before mentioned, whose loss i repaired, and 
whose services I recompensed out of my own purse. 

The Drake was greatly damaged in her masts and 
tackling, and lost forty men either killed or wounded 
during the action. Ihad also taken several other 
prizes; but, as my compliment of men had only 
amounted to 123, { retained no more than two of 
them, which arrived in safety at Brest, where I 
myself anchored with the Ranger and Drake, on 
the 7th cf May, after an absence of twenty eight 
days, during which I had taken upwards of 200 
prisoners. ‘This expedition was of great disservice 
to Great Britain, as she was not only obliged to 
fortify her ports but also to permit the arming of 
the Irish volunteers, as lord Mountmorris demon- 
strated ina speech in parliament. 

At the time I had been obliged to permit my po- 
ple to take lady Selkirk’s plate, I determined to 
redeem it out of my own funds the moment it should 
be sold, and restore it to the family. Accordingly 
on my arrival at Brest, I instantly dispatched a most 
pathetic letter to her ladyship, in which I detailed 
the motives of my expedition, and the cruel neces- 
sity | was under, in consequence of the conduct of 
the English in America, to inflict the punishment of 
retaliation. This was sent open to the post-master- 
general, that it might be shewn to the king of Eng- 
land and his ministers, and the court of St. James 
was at length obliged to renounce the sanguinary 
act of its parliament, and exchange those very Ame- 
ricans whom they called traitors, pirates and felons, 
against the prisoners of war, whom I had taken and 
carried to France. 

During the course of the war, I found tt impossi- 
ble to restore the plate belonging to the Selkirk 
family; [ however, purchased it at a great price, 
and at length found means to send it by land from 








the other, although the subject of their delibera- 
tions should be of a secret nature, subject to the 
injunction of secrecy imposed by the two houses re- 
spectively. 

The resolution lies one day for consideration, a8 
the rules require. 

Mr. Johnson offered the following resolution for 
consideration : 

Resolved, That the committee on military affairs 
be instructed to enquire into the expediency of au- 
thorizing the president of the United States to or- 
ganize additional companies of rangers; 
and that they have leave to report by bill or other. 
wise. 

Mr. J.said he would not detain the house with that 
detailed information which he had received as to the 
extent of the calamity which had fallen upon the 
people on the frontier settlements and which would 
be more disastrous, if not arrested by greater force. 
He would only refer gentlemen to the public prints 
for that general information which would justify 
his motion, and which would give some idea of the 
extent of danger to be apprehended by the number 
of the murders, and the wide range in which they 
were committed, branching from the Wabash in 
the west, to the north and to the south. He also 
stated that, such was the patriotism of the people in 
the western country, that 2 or $00 volunteers, men of 
the first respectability and character from Kentucky, 
had embodied themselves and had marched to the 
Indiana territory to relieve the people in their great 
danger, and that these volunteers had gone at their 
own suggestion, without reward, or the wish or pros- 
pect of compensation. 

The resolution was agreed to. 

The resolution requesting the assent of the state 
of Georgia to the erection of two states in the Mis- 
sissippi territory, was taken up and ordered fo be 
engrossed for a third reading. 

The bill for the relief of colonel Jonathan Wil- 
liams; the bill for the relief of Clement B. Penrose 
—the bill concerning claims to land in the Missis- 
sippi territory, founded on warrants of survey grant- 
ed by the Spanish government—and the bill for the 
relief of lieutenant colonel William D. Beall, were 
severally read a third time and passed. 

Mr. Pearson rose to make a motion. He said it 
Was an opinjon prevalent with many persons in 


YOrient to Calais, by means of M. de Calonne, who | this house and out of it, and the laws passed at the 


transmitted mea very flattering letter on the occa- 
sion; in short I at length received a very flattering 
letter from the earl of Selkirk, acknowledging the 
receipt of it. 

(TO BE CONTINUED.) 





Twelfth Congress. 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Monday, June 8.—Mr Cutts, from Massachusetts, 
appeared (for the first time this session) was qualifi- 
ed and took his seat, 

{ After some minor business, ] 

Mr. Gholson reported a bill concerning invalid 
pensioners. ‘Twice read and committed. 

On motion of Mr. Obadiah Hall, the petition of 
Benjamin Conner (respecting portable bridges) was 
taken from the select committee to which it had 
been referred, and transmitted to the secretary of 
war, 

Mr. D. R. Williams offered a resolution to a- 
mend the standing joint rules of proceeding, so as 
that during the transaction of legislative proceedings 


present session of congress for putting the nation 


| in a posture of defence, by no means rendered such 


an event improbable, that congress might, at no 
distant day, direct an application of the force thus 
raised, and the nation be involved in serious con- 
flict with a foreign power. A question, therefore, 
naturally arose, Mr. P. said, what progress had 
been made in carrying into effect the laws which 
had been passed. No questions were. more com- 
monly asked, and there were none which he was 
more unable to answer, than these: What is the 
state of our military preparations? How many men 
are enlisted? How many volunteers have offered 
their services? And what is the state of our fortifi- 


|cations? Therefore, for the purpose of obtaining 


this information, for himself and others, Mr. P. 
said he would offer the following resolution, barely 
observing that if there should be an objection to 
making the result of this enquiry public, it might be 
|communicated to the house confidentially : 
Resolved, ‘That the secretary of war be directed 
to lay before the house a statement of the number 
of troops which have enlisted in the service of the 





United States, under the authority of laws passed 


the members of one house should be admitted an during the present session of congress, designating 
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those persons enlisted for the old from those en- 
listed for the new establishment, and the particular 
corps to which they are respectively attached; that 
he lay before this house a statement of the number 
of volunteers who have tendered their services to 
the United States in conformity to the law passed 
at this session of congress, authorising the accept- 
ance of volunteers, designating the states and ter- 
ritortes from which such offers have been made; 
that he state what additional improvements to the 
fortifications or other works of defence, for our ma- 
ritime frontier, have been made during the last six 
months; that he state, as far as practicable, the ac- 
tual state of such fortifications or works, and the 
quantum of resistance they are calculated to afford 
against an attack of any naval power. 

Mr. Troup demanding the yeas and nays on the 
question of now proceeding to consider the resolu- 
tion, they were taken a; follows : 

YEAS.—Messrs. Baker, Bigelow, Bleecker, Breckenridge, Brig 
ham, Champion, Chittenden, Cooke, Davenport, Emott, Fitch, 
Gold, Gray, Hufty, Jackson, Law, Lewis, Macon, Milnor, Mosely, 
Pearson, Pitkin, Potter, Quincey, Reed, Ridgely, Rodman, Sheffey, 
Stanford, Stuart, Sturges, ‘Tallmadge, Tallman, Wheaton, White, 
Williams, Wilson.—37. 

NAYS.—Messrs. Alston, Anderson, Archer, Avery, Bard, Bartlet, 
Bassett, Bibb, Blackledge, Boyd, Brown, Butler, Calhoun, Carr, 
flopton, Condit, Crawford, Cutts, Davis, Dawson, Desha, Dins- 
moore, Earle, Findley, Fisk, Franklin, Gholson, Goodwyn, Greene, 
Grundy, B. Hall, O. Hall, Harper, Hawes Hyneman, Johnson, 
Kent, Lacock, Lefevre, Little, Lowndes, Lyle, Maxwell, Moore, 
MeCoy, McKee, McKim, Metcalf, Mitchill, Morgan, Morrow, Nel- 
son, New, Newbold, Newton, Ormsby, Pickens, Piper, Pleasants, 
Pond, Ringgold, Rhea, Roane, Roberts, Sammons, Seaver, Sevier, 
Sey bert, Shaw, Smilie, G. Smith, J. Smith, Stow, Strong, Taliaferro, 
Troup, Turner, Whitehill, Winn, Wright.—72. 

So the house refused to consider the resolution; 
and adjourned at an early hour. 


Tuesday, June 9.—On motion of Mr. Williams, 
the house proceeded to consider the resolution yes- 
terday submitted by him for amending the rules so 
as to admit members of either house in the other 
during their respective secret sitting; which, after 
some debate, was disagreed to. 

The engrossed resolution requesting the assent of 
the state of Georgia to the formation of two states 
of the Mississippi territory, was read a third time 
and passed. 

The following message was received from the pre- 
sident of the United States— 

MESSAGF. 
Tv the senate and house of representatives of the 
Umted States. 

I lay before congress copies of letters which have 
passed between the secretary of state and the envoy 
extraordinary and minister plenipotentiary of Great 
Britain. 

JAMES MADISON. 

June 8, 1812. 


> eres 


CORRESPONDENCE ON THE ORDERS IN COUNCIL. 


MR. FOSTER TO MR. MONROE, 
Washington, June 4, 1812. 
Str—Since I had the honor of seeing you at your 
office yesterday, I have perceived an article in the 
public prints, stated to be extracted from an Eng- 
lish newspaper, and purporting to be an official de- 
claration of his royal highness the prince regent, 
that the orders in council will be and are absolutely 
revoked from the period when the Berlin and Milan 
decrees shall, by some authentic act of the French 
government, publicly promulgated, be expressly 
and unconditionally repealed. A considerable time 
has now elapsed since by order of my government 
I had the honor of urging to you the expediency of 
procuring such an authentic act from the French 
government, and in all probability the above decla- 





ration may have been issued in the confident ex-} 


pectation that the government of the United States 
would have been able to produce it ere this. 
At all events, sir, considering the important na. 


ture of the abovementioned article and the proba. - 


bility that I shall have soon to be the organ of some 
official communication to the American government 
in relation to it, I cannot but trust that no measure 
will meanwhile be adopted by the congress, which 
would defeat the endeavor of procuring a complete 
reconciliation between our two countries. 

Should any embarrassments arise in consequence 
of the declaration on the subject of the proposed 
revocation of the orders in council, above alluded 
to, resting at present upon amere statement in the 
newspapers, it will no doubt occur to your recol- 
lection, that on the enactment of those orders a 
measure was taken by congress for the purpose of 
meeting them when they were as yet known but 
through the public prints. 

I have the honor to be, &c. &c. 
(Signed) AUG. J. FOSTER. 





MR, FOSTER TO MR. MONROE. 
Washington, June 4th, 1812. 

Sin—I must rely upon your candor to feel for 
the embarrassment into which your note of this day 
has thrown me. 

Willing to comply with the request contained in 
it, I yet cannot but be sensible that in making any 
portion of a despatch from his majesty’s secretary of 
state to me the subject of a correspondence between 
us, I should not be justified to my own government. 
I believe there is no example of a correspondence 
of such anature, and I should be very loth to esta- 
blish the precedent. 

When I had the honor to make the communica- 
tion of lord Castlereagh’s despatch to you, in con- 
sequence of its being left to my own discretion to 
do so, I did it because I had reason to think, from 
the number of my letters which then remained un- 
answered at your office, such a communication, if 
made through a note, might have shared the fate of 
the rest. You will recollect that it was at your 
own request that I acceded to the despatch being 
communicated to the president; and that it was also 
at your instance, as being the only regular way in 
which the subject could come before the American 
government, that I determined to write to you a note 
founded upon it. You were aware at the latter end 
of last week, that such was my determination, which 
I repeated to you through Mr. Graham wha called 
upon me on the 30th ultimo, to ask me when I con- 
templated sending it to your office. The note must 
have reached you and been read before any message 
could have been sent from the executive to con- 
gress. 

I cannot, sir, consider my note liable to the charge 
of ambiguity which you now impute to it. The aban- 
donment of our most important maritime rights is 
more extensively than ever connected by France 
with the demand of arepeal of our orders in coun- 
cil, and while you are entirely silent as to how far 
America concurs with her on this point of vital in- 
terest to Great Britain, without even a prospect of 
a reply from you to our just complaints, as express- 
ed in my note on the coincidence of the attitude 
taken by America with the hostile system of France, 
I cannot but be aware of the difficulties to which ! 
should expose myself in entering into an explana- 
tion on any insulated passage in it. I might, per- 
haps, by continued silence on your part, never af- 
terwards have an opportunity of making further 
explanation, and you are well aware how frequent- 
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iy points taken unconnected with what precedes or official manner ia which it was communicated to 
follows them are liable to misconstruction. your government ought to have been satisfactory 

But, sir, a reason paramount to every other, for,to it A general repeal of the French decrees in 
my not committing myself to an explanation on any favor of all neutral nations, and of such parts of 
single topic, without the discussion between us| them ‘as prohibited a trade with France and the 
were to be continued, is the publication of the high-/countries under her control, in British manufac- 
ly important declaration of his royal highness, the) t8tess the United States have not demanded, because 
prince regent, to which I had the honor to ailude| they had no right to demand it. os 
in my. note to you of this morning. You will there! The United States have required of Great Britain 
find stated, in as explicit and authentic a manner as "0 More than they required of France; namely, that 
language can convey, the grounds upon which his; her unlawful edicts should be repealed so far as 
majesty’s orders in council will be revoked. I can.|they related to us. To a compliance with this ds- 
not, it is true, as yet, refer you officially to this do-|mand your government has prescribed conditions, 
cument, but I may now be in the expectation of the mere recital of which is sufficient to shew thear 
receiving it in a formal shape, within a very few days, |'justice. The United States can never suffer their 
and together with it every explanation possible rights to be violated by Great Britain, because the 
which you may require. commerce of her enemy is not regulated to suit her 

I have the honor, &e. interest and policy. : 
(Signed) AUG. J. FOSTER. -If the duke of Bassano’s report to the conservative 

The hon. James Monroe, &¥c. &2c. senate of France, published in a French newspaper, 
be sufficient evidence that the French decrees are 
now in force, it isnot perceived on what ground the 
high evidence which has been afforded of their re- 

Department of State, June 6, 1812. peal could have been resisted. 

Srrn—I had the honor to receive your letter of the} It 1s further made a condition of the proposed re- 
4th inst. The receipt of that of May 30th has al-| Peal, by the dectaration of the prince regent, that it 
ready been acknowledged. shall take effect at a future uncertain day; and that 

As these letters relate to the same subject, the|the orders in council should be again in force, on a 
orders in council, I shall take both into view in this/CoMtingency of which the British government is to 
reply. be the sole judge. Ifthis were a grounac on which 

I am not disposed to make any unnecessary diffi- the United States could call upon France to repeal 
culty, on account of the informality of the document! her decrees, in case they were still in force as to 
alluded to in the last letter. If the declaration of| them, surely the French repeal, to take effect on a 
the prince regent was such as to afford the satisfac- | futur e specified day, and whose revival was not pro- 
tion desired, it would be received, in any form en-| vided for on any contingency whatever, was a ground 
titled to credit, with great interest, as a token of 0" which their call on Great Britain to repeal her 
just and friendly sentiments, in your government, Orders on council in respect to the ‘’nited States, 
towards the United States. But nothing is seen in jought not to have been resisted. 
that act, of the character which you impute to it.' In reply to your insinuation, that the demand 
Without removing a single objection to the princi-| made on your government to repeal its edicts which 
ple on which the orders in council were issued, and: violate the neutral rights of the United States, is 
have been maintained, it affords a complete justifica-! made in concert with France, to obtain from Great 
tion of the demand heretofore made on your govern-| Britain an abandonment of her maritime rights, it 
ment for their repeal. \is sufficient to refer you to documents which have 

The British government has complained that the been long before the public, and particularly to the 
United States demanded the repeal of the orders in| letter of Mr. Pinkney to the marquis Wellesley of 
council on a conditional repeal of the French de-| January 14, 1811, protesting in the most pointed 
crees, although the French condition required no-'manner, against looking to any other source for 
thing of Great Britain which she ought not to have|the opinions and principles of the United States 
consented to; and was, moreover, a condition subse-| than to the United States theniselves. Let mere- 
quent, and not precedent, and it now proposes to peat, with respect to the orders in council, that all 
repeal the orders in council conditionally also, with| we demand is, that they cease to violate the neutral 





(COPY) 
MR. MONROE TO MR. FOSTER, 








this difference, that the condition on which their) 


repeal is to be made, is a condition precedent and not 
subsequent, and is likewise one which Great Britain 
has no right to claim. 


This condition requires that the French decrees; 


shall b: absolutely and unconditionally repealed, 





that is, that they shall be repealed according to ex- 
Planations given, not ouly as they related to the 


rights of the United Siates, which they have long 
violated and still violate on the high seas. Should 
they be continued as to France in any form which 
may not violate these rights, or as to any other neu- 
tral nation, to which they may be applicable, it 
would be for such nation, and not for the United 
States, to contend against them. 

The report of the French minister, on which this 


United States, but as to all other neutral nations;)declaration of your government is founded, affords 


and also as they prohibited a commerce in British} 


manufactures, with the enemies of Great Britain. | 
So far as the French decrees violated the neutral 


commerce of the United States, we had a right to! 


demand a repeal of them. ‘To that extent we didi 
demand their repeal, and obtained it. The repeal, 


no proof that the French government intended by 
it to violate its engagement to the United States, as 
to the repeal of the decrees. It evidently refers to 
the continental system, by the means relied on to 
enforce it. The armies of France can be of no avail 
either in the support or violation of maritime rights. 


Was declared by an authentic and formal act of the! The construction is the more justifiable from the 
French government by the minister plenipotentiary; consideration that it is supported by corresponding 
of the United States at Paris, and to the British go-/ acts of the French government, continued from the 
vernment by their minister plenipotentiary at Lon-| time of the repeal, and by communications to the 


don, and has moreover been officially published 


Within the United States. The authenticity of the! 


repeal was placed beyond ald controversy, and the’ 


minister plenipotentiary of the United States at Pa 
ris to the date of that report. 


I ber you, sir, to be assured, that it is painful tc 
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me to have imposed the least embarrassment on 
you by the correspondence on the difference be- 
tween the tenor of lord Castlereagh’s letter to you 
and yours founded on it to me. [ continue to per- 
suade myself, however, that you will become sensi- 
ble, that with a knowledge of the extent given by 
your government to the conditions on which alone 
its orders will be repealed, and that this extent-was 
always contemplated by your government, it was 
impossible for the president to be inattentive to the 
fact, or to withhold it from the legislative branch 
of the government; I have to add that had it been 
proper for him so to have done, the late hour at 
which your note was received, not till the noon of 
the 21st inst. was not in time to be considered in re- 
lation to the message sent to congress on that day. 
With great respect and consideration, I have the 


honor to be, &c. 
(Signed) JAS. MONROE. 


eer ee we 


ON THE SUBJECT OF IMPRESSED SEAMEN. 


MR, FOSTER TO MR. MONROE. 
Washington, June 1st, 1812. 

SIR—I have the honor to acknowledge the re- 
ceipt of your letter of the 30th ult. in reply to my 
note of April 15, relating to a sexsman which had 
been encouraged to desert from his mujesty’s schr. 
Gleaner, by certain of the inhabitants of the city 
of Annapolis, and containing an offer, which I shall 
always be very happy to repeat, of using my best 
exertions to procure the discharge of such seamen 
as have been impressed on board his majesty’s 
ships, and can be legally claimed by the United 
States. 

The circumstances which attended the instance 
mentioned in my former letter of April 5th, when 
several seamen of the same vessel (the Gleaner) 
were, under the very eyes of their officer, and in a 
manner exceedingly insulting to his feelings, assail- 
ed by the endeavors of the same people to engage 
them to desert, is not adverted to in your letter;— 
‘but I suppose I am to conclude, from the tenor of it, 
that no remedy can be applied in such cases by the 
constituted authorities of the country, which is very 
much to be regretted, as it leaves the commanders 
of ships of war who may have despatches to convey 
on shore in American ports, continually exposed to 
have their boats’ crews seduced from them with im- 
punity, and tends to shew, more than ever, the dis- 
agreeable necessity under which they are, of endea- 
voring to recover them from on board the merchant 
ships, in which such seamen afterwards engage 
themselves. 

I do not pretend, sir, to justify the captain of the 
British ship of war who refused to deliver the Ame. 
rican deserter, mentioned in your letter, not knowing 
the circumstance under which he acted. 

It will, no doubt, however, occur to you, that if 
you could state a single instance where crowds have 
collected round an American officer on his landing 
in England, with a view to insult him and entice his 
men to abandon him, as is too often the practice in 
the United States, such an instance would be more 
directly in point. 

i have now, sir, the honor to lay before you, by 
order of his royal highness the prince regent, the 
enclosed papers (No. 1, Z, 3, 4, 5) relating to Eng- 
lish seamen who have been detained against their 
will, on board of certain ships of war of the United 
States which have of late visited Great Britain; and 
to express his reyal highness’ sincere belief, that 
these several sources of complaint have originated 
without the concurrence or participation of a state 
with which he is so anxious to preserve an amica- 


j 





ble intercourse, as well as his conviction that th@ 
government of America has only to be informed of 
the fact to take prompt and satisfictory measures 
for the correction of the practice. 

The American government will perceive from this 
friendly communication, that it is not on this side of 
the water alone that the convenience necessarily re. 
sulting from the similarity of habits, language and 
manners, between the inhabitants of the two coun. 
tries, is productive of subjects of complaint, and re. 
gret. These are, however, at the same time natu- 
ral and strong inducements for a conformity of in. 
terests, and most particularly for a readiness to give 
and receive mutual explanations upon all subjects 
of difference. 

I have it in charge to repeat to you, sir, for the 
information of your government, that the govern. 
ment of his royal highness the prince regent will 
continue to give the most positive orders against the 
detention of American citizens on board [his majes- 
ty’s ships; and that no difficulties beyond what are 
requisite for clearly ascertaining the national cha. 
racter of individuals, whose cases are brought be- 
fore the lords commissioners of the admiralty, wil! 
be interposed to prevent or delay their immediate 
discharge. 

The Earl of Liverpool, while he held the office 
of his majesty’s secretary of state for foreign affairs, 
ad interim, was commanded to make known the 
case of William Bowman, stated by the affidavit 
of his wife to be forcibly detained on board the 
United States’ ship Hornet. ‘The departure of this 
vessel precluded Mr. Russell from making the ne- 
cessary representation to the commanding officer 


lof the Hornet. As, however, Mr. Russell will have 


probably stated the affair to this government, bam 
in hopes there will be no difficulty in obtaining his 
release. 

Of the papers enclosed, those marked No. ], 
consist of a copy of a letter from admiral sir Roger 
Curtis, commander in chief at Portsmouth, to Mr. 
Croker, the secretary of the admiralty, enclosing a 
copy of the deposition upon oath of Charles Davis, 
an Irishman by birth, who was lately serving on 
board the United States’ frigate Constitution under 
the name of Thomas Ho}lands; and of a letter from 
captain Hall, of his majesty’s ship Royal William, 
to admiral sir Roger Curtis, giving an account of 
the same Charles Davis, and of his escape from the 
Constitution frigate. 


No. 2. contains the copy of a letter from captain 
Hall to sir Roger Curtis, transmitting statement of 
the names, and descriptions of 28 British seamen on 
board the Constitution and Wasp. 

No. 3. contains a copy of a letter from sir Roger 
Curtis to Mr. Croker, stating the real name and 
birth place of William Smith, who ran away from 
the United States’ frigate Constitution, and wu0 
proves to be a native of England, and whose name 
is John Taylor. 


No. 4. contains the copy of another letter from 
sir Roger Curtis to Mr. Croker, transmitting the 
affidavits of George Warren and Daniel Murphy, 
British seamen, whoran away from the Constitu: 
tion and Hornet; and of the wife of William Bow: 


|} man, who is alluded to above. 


And No. 5. contains the deposition upon oath o! 
John Taylor, mentioned in No. 3. 

The correspondence between the earl of Live” 
pool and Mr. Russell, on the subject of Bowma", 
{ do not enclose, concluding that Mr. Russell will 
have already transmitted copies of it to his gover’ 
ment. You will, however, find in No. 4 the state 
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ment of the circumstances attending Bowman’s |comparison with that from the service of the United 


forcible detention. " 
I have the honor to be, &c. &c. &c. 
(Signed) AUG. J. FOSTER. 


States. 


You observe that your government has charged 


you to state, that it will continue to give the most 


positive orders against the detention of American 





MR. MONROE TO MR. FOSTER. 
Department of State, June 8, 1812. 

SIR—I have had the honor to receive your letter 
of June last, with the papers enclosed, relating to 
several British seamen who are stated to have en- 
tered into the naval service of the United States. 

Without repeating what I had the honor to state 
to you in a personal interview respecting the deser- 
ter from the Gleaner, and the conduct of the armed 
party from that vessel who pursued him some dis- 
tance into the country; I shall confine my remarks | 
to your complaint of the detention of British seamen | 
in American vessels, 28 of whom are said to be 
on board the Constitution and Wasp. Although 
the fact cannot have been admitted on the evidence 
produced, because it is contrary to the laws of the 
United States, yet it will be enquired into. It is al- 
30 possible that the seamen so detained, admitting | 








the fact of their detention, may have become legal- | 
ly American citizens, in which case they must be !pa 


protected as such. The government of the United | 
States can make no distinction between native and | 
naturalized citizens as has been already remarked 
toyou. f repeat also, that your government cannot | 
object to this rule, because a British statute natu- | 


been two years on board a British ship of war, anc 


legiance, and entitled to the protection of Great 
Britain. 

The principal object of your letter seems to be, 
to find some analogy between the American prac- 
tice with respect to seamen and the British practice, 


and to deduce from the former a justification of the | 


latter. Permit me to note the difference, or rather 
the contrast between them. 

The regulations of the United States prohibit the 
enlistment of aliens into their vessels of war. No 
such regulations exist on the side of Great Britain. 

Enlistments, by force or impressment, are con- 
trary to the laws of the United States. This mode 
of procuring crews for public ships is not only prac- 
tised by Great Britain within her legal jurisd .tion, 
but is extended to foreign vessels on the high seas, 
with abuses which aggravate the outrage to the na. 
tions to wWlkom the vessels belong. 

Most of the states composing our union have en- 
acted laws providing for the restoration of seamen 
abendoning the service of merchant vessels, to 
which they were bound by voluntary engagement. 


If no provision has been made for the surrender of 


deserters from public ships, it is because such 
deserters, although in many instances forced into 


the service, would be deemed malefactors and pu- 


nishable as such; and it is not the practice of any 
conntry, particularly of Great Britain, to surrender 


malefactors without a stipulation, which is always | 


reciprocal. In Great Britain we know from expe- 


rience that no provision exists for restoring Amert-' 


ean seamen to our merchant vessels, even to the 
fulfilment of their voluntary engayement; and if de- 
serters from American ships of war are ever restored, 
it is by the courtesy, not the legal duty, or perhaps 
authority, of British naval commanders, and from 


the policy of recommending a practice, which, if! cleared and all strangers excluded, and the doors of 


mutual, must be evidently in favor of the British 
service, the desertion from it being so common, in 


‘citizens on‘ hoard British ships of war. 


Br If those 
orders were to prohibit the impressment of seamen 


from American vessels at sea, the great source of 


ithe evil, they would have beena welcome proof of 


its disposition to do justice and promote a good un- 
derstanding between the two countries. Nothing 
short of this can be an adequate remedy; and the 
United States are known to be ready to substitute 
to the practice the most liberal arrangements on 
the subject. But suppose the orders to be given 


\as signified, and in the latitude and form promising 


most efficacy, how could they restore that portion 
of the thousands of our citizens who have been 
impressed or passed into ships stationed or cruizing 
in remote parts of the globe? But it is signified 
only that your government will continue to give 
orders against the detention of American citizens 
on board British ships of war. It follows that they 
are to be detained as heretofore, until formal proof 
can be produced to the British admiralty, in each 
rticular instance, that the seaman is a native citi- 
zen of the U. States, the difficulty and delay in doing 
which are too obvious to need explanation. Nor is 
this the only cause of complaint. When such 
proof has been produced to the British admiralty 
a direct refusal is made to the discharge of the sea- 


| _, man, if he has resided in G. Brita re mar- 
ralizes ipso fucto, all alien seamen who shall have |"™#)s in G. Britain, shall have mar 


j |ried there, or shall have accepted the bounty given 


considers them, equally with natives, within the al- to seamen voluntarily entering the service, although 


for the most part of the American seamen, after hav- 
‘ing been forced into the service, have accepted the 


lbounty either to relieve their wants, or otherwise 


‘to alleviate their condition. I omit other causes of 
detention which might be mentioned. Add to the 
whole, that it is not sufficient to prove, that the sea- 
/men taken from American vessels are not subjects 
‘of Great Britain, nor the subjectsof her enemy. It 
jhas been the invariable practice of the British crui- 
zers to include in their impressments from Ameri- 
‘can vessels the citizens and subjects of neutral na- 
|tions, even where it was known that they were such 
,—and no instance, itis believed, can be given of the 
| success of an application for the restoration of such 
‘neutral aliens to the service of the United States. 

| These observations cannot fail, as I presume, to 
satisfy you, sir, how littie ground your government 
has for the complaints stated in your letter, and how 
| much the United States have for those they have so 


long and so strenuously, but at the same time so inef- 
fectually presented, in behalf of their injured mari- 
ners. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect and con- 
sideration, sir, your most obedient servant. 


(Signed) JAMES MONROE. 





The message and documents were read, and or- 
dered to lie on the table, and be printed. 
| And the house adjourned. 


| Wednesday, June 10.—Mr. Bard presented the 


‘memorial of stating that he has in- 
vented a new shell for the purposes of maritime and 
harbor defence, and praying that congress will cause 
an experiment thereof to be made. Referred toa 
|select committee. 

| On motion of Mr. Harper—The galleries were 


|the house were closed until an adjournment took 
| Place. 
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THE WEEKLY REGISTER—CHRONICLE. 








Thursday, June 11.—Very little business of importance was done. 


Nothing, indeed worthy of note, except that a message was receiv- | 
ed from the president, covering more documents; being letters of 


Messrs. Monroe and Foster, on several points—the chief of which 
is, that Mr. Foster denies the agency of the British government in 
exciting the savages to murder our people; to which Mr. M. re- 
plies, that whatever may have been the disposition of the gover?- 
ment, its subordinate agents have been guilty of the fact; and in 
proof of it, adduces extracts of letters from the United States’ 
agents in the Indian country. The whole will appear in course. 

It is said the senate will not come to a conclusion on the busi- 
ness before them until next week. 





’ ' ° 
The Chronicle. 
Baltimore, June 13, 1812. 

The prospect.—The senate were still sitting with closed doors 
on Thursday. The house of representatives closed their secret 
business on Wednesday. An opinion is held that they have either 
aoe a bill granting letters of marque and reprisal against Eng- 

nd, or, as is more generally believed, an act declaring war agaiust 
that country. The senate, it is not doubted, will confirm what the 
house of representatives have done; but their proceedings are 
more tedious. 

Mr. Langdon having declined to stand as a candidate for the 
Vice-presidency, another meeting of the members of congress was 
held on the 8th inst. present 77 members—at which Elbridge Gerry, 
esq. had 74 votes. The proceedings shall be inserted at length in 
our next.) 

An idea prevails that the Hornet, 
paring for a foreign mission. 

Admiral sir John Borlase Warren, has arrived at Halifax with 
four sail of the line and three frigates. It is said in some of the 
papers that appear well-informed in British affairs, that Le has or- 


now lying at New-York, is pre- 


ders to act, as circumstances may justity, against the United States. | 


{Other accounts say, that no additional forces have arrived at 


Halifax. ] 

A fishing schooner bas been seized at Boston, laden with British 
goods, valued at from 10 to 15,000 dollars. 

It appears that the United States are amply supplied with all 
sorts of clothing, accoutrements and appurtenances for the new 
army. They have an abundance even of dlankets !——It is stated 
that the returns at the war-office, give the astonishing aggregate of 
17,000 men already raised for the new army—besides, the ranks of 
the old army (10,000 men) are nearly or quite filled up. From the 
little exertion made in this city we hardly knew that an army was 
to be raised. It 17,000 men have been returned, it is possible that 
the whole number is nearly obtained. 

General Bloom field isto have the command of the forces destin- 
ed for the defence of New-York—for which purpose considerable 
bodies of troops are marching to that city, to man the fortifications. 

Two hundred acres of land have been purchased by the United 
States in the vicinity of Albany; where extensive barracks are to 
be immediately erected. Colonels Swift and Simmons are ordered 
to Niagara with their regiments—and many troops are moving to- 
wards the expected scenes of action. It is stated that gen. Hull 
will be fully prepared to do all that is hoped of him, at the shortest 
notice, When the word is given. 

The Militia.—In many parts of the United States they are drafting 
the militia—not for service, but to ascertain whois to stayfat home, 
many more than is required offering themselves. A part of the 
militia of North-Carolina (taken from her quota of 100,000 men) 
have been ordered into actual service for the defence of the forti- 


fications on the sea-board. ‘The general appearance of the mili-| 


tary preparations betukens great activity in the government, as 
well as zeal in the people. It is stated, unequivocally, that the 
president says, he is ready for war 

A voleano has broken out in the island of St. Vincents. An ac- 
count of it is in type, but excluded for want of réom—as are several 
other articles. 

Bank of America.—The act of the legislature of New-York, in- 
corporating the bank of America, has received the sanction of the 
eouncil of revision, and become a law. The votes in the council 
are given as follows—for the bank, the chancellor, and judges Kent, 
Thompson and Van Ness; against it, the governor, and judges 
Spencer and Yates. The direetors named in the bill have had a 


meeting and organized the institution, having elected Oliver Wol-| 


cott, esq. president, and Jonathan Burrell, esq. (late cashier of the 
United States’ branch bank) for their cashier. 

New-Hampshire.— As was expected, there was no choice of a go- 
vernor by the ~~ of this state at the late election. The legis- 
‘ature convened a few days since, and elected William Plumer,esq. 
governor, by a majority of 22 votes. Thusall the branches of the 
government of this state are republican. 

The American brig Pleiades, from Belfast for New-York. with 
passengers, has been C\PTURED by the British and sent into Ha- 
litax. What does this mean? 

An attack on Vincennes by the Indians, was expected, at the 
Jute of our Jast accounts from the westward. 














Indian Murders. 
FROM THE TENNESSEE HERALD, EXTRA. 
We hasten to lay before the public the circum- 


stance of the late inbuman murders committed on| 


the Tennessee river. We have frequently seen and 
heard Indian cruelty and barbarity described: this 
beggars alldescription! Languoge cannot portray, 
ner imagination acarcely conceive, this unequalled 


‘scene of hellish barbarity. The murder of Mr. Man. 
ly’s and Mr. Crawley’s family on the 22d inst. 
' Immediately after the acts of hostility by Indians, 
|the inhabitants of the frontiers of Humphreys coun- 
ty, thought it necessary for personal security, that 
‘two or three families should live together.—For 
this purpose, John Crawley and his unfortunate 
family had gone to the house of Jesse Manly. ‘The 
family of Crawley consisted of a wife and four chil- 
dren, Manly’s of a wife and three children. The even- 
ing before the tragical event Manly and Crawley were 
both called from home, taking Crawley’s eldest son 
with them. They had employed C. Hays, a promis- 
ing young man, to stay with their families until 
their return. Early next morning he had geared 
iis horse, and had proceeded about one hundred 
yards from the house, when the Indians, who were 
iconcealed behind the fence, fired upon him. He 
received two mortal wounds. Whilst one of the 
‘Indians was scalping him, the other four ran into 
ithe house. They found one of Manly’s children 
jon the outside of it, whom they tore to pieces with 
their dogs and scalped. 
| With savage fury they now forced the door, and 
‘commenced a scene of still greater barbarity. They 
snatched Mrs. Manly’s child, only eight days old, 
from her, scalped it and threw itiato the fire place, 
yelling at a horrid rate. An indiscriminate butch- 
ery of the children now took place before their mo- 
ithers; five children were. scalped and murdered, 
they keeping Mrs. Manly as the last victim of their 
‘cruelty. After shooting her, they scalped her, and 
committed unheard of cruelties on her body. They 
then left the house, taking Mrs. Crawley along as 
prisoner. About four hours after the Indians were 
gone, the neighbors got information of the murder, 
and collected to the number of five or six at the 
|house; they found Mrs. Manly alive and in her per- 
fect senses. Amidst this carnage one of Mrs, 
|Crawley’s children escaped unhurt; when they at- 
‘tacked the house she had the presence of mind to 
| raise a puncheon of the floor, and throw her child 
‘into the cellar. 
| Mrs. Manly is still living, and great hopes are en: 
i'tertained of her recovery. 
| The army encamped within four miles of Tennes- 
;see river on Saturday evening, and they will cross 
(on Sunday morning; the murder has fired their 
iminds for revenge. 

F.ancis Smith, who resided near the Tennessee 


‘ 














| 


iriver, has been apprehended for a supposed connec- 
‘tion with the Indians—his case is black. 

We fear to commit our feelings to paper, on 
reading the above. Itis but a tupe of what is trans- 
acting in many parts of our frontier. Our opinion 
‘as to the cause of these horrible murders has-been 
| frequently expressed. It arises from our good 
friends at Amherstburg and Mulden in Upper Ca- 
inuda. We trust that general Hu/l will soon break 
up those nests of accursed assassins, by an open 
«and honorable war. Then shall the wretched In- 
}dian pay the forfeit of his inhuman folly in listen- 
ing to the advice of lord Dorchester and his suc- 
/cessors. } Ed. Reg. 


; 
' 
' 


| 


ip ree 

C7 The public papers, which have excluded almost every thing 
else from our pages this week, will excite more than ordinary at- 
| tention at this eventful period; and we have made considerable ex- 
| ertion to lay before our readers the whole [those of a confidential 
‘nature excepted) that have yet been preseiited to congress; thus 
anticipating all the usual channels by which such documents are 
/ conveyed to the people, except through the National Intelligencer 
—exciting an interest for the present, while we make a record for 
the future. In these Momentous times—times that will often be 
' yeferved to, we shall carefully attend to such matters. Congress 
will not be in session much longer, and room will be afforded fur & 

large qnantity of miscellaReous or summer reading. 











